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Table  1.— Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  at  a  Glance 


Item 


Farm  production  

Average  number  of  layers  on  farms 

Rate  of  lay  per  layer   

Frozen  egg  production  

Dried  egg  production  

Prices  received  by  farmers  

Retail  price  (BLS) 

Grade  A  large  

Price  paid  for  laying  feed  

Egg-feed  price  ratio  

Stocks,  first  of  month: 

Shell  

Frozen   

Replacement  chicks  hatched  .... 

Federally  inspected  slaughter,  cert. 

Broilers  , 

Turkeys  

Price  at  farm,  live  weight 

Broilers  , 

Chicken,  excluding  broilers  .  .  .  .  , 
Turkeys   , 

9-city  wholesale  broiler  price  .  .  .  .  , 

Retail  price  (BLS) 

Broilers  

Turkeys   

Broiler-feed  price  

Broiler-feed  price  ratio  

Turkey-feed  price   

Turkey-feed  price  ratio   

Stocks,  first  of  month: 

Broilers,  fryers,  roasters   

Turkeys   

Total  poultry  

Average  weekly  placement  of 
broiler  chicks  in  21  States  


Unit 


Mil.  Eggs 
Mil. 
No. 
Mil.  lb. 
Mil.  lb. 
Ct.  per  doz. 

Ct.  per  doz. 
Dol.  per  ton 
Pounds 

Thous.  cases 
Mil.  lb. 
Mil. 


1973 


1974 


Jan. 


5,706 
300.1 
19.0 
21.0 
3.5 
49.5 

73.9 
111.0 
8.9 

41.0 
68.1 
38.6 


Feb. 


5,196 
298.2 
17.4 
23.9 
4.2 
42.5 

68.8 
117.0 
7.3 

117.0 
57.2 
41.5 


Mar. 


5,807 
297.1 
19.5 
28.3 
4.7 
47.2 

66.4 
122.0 
7.7' 

87.0 
53.4 
52.0 


Apr. 


Jan. 


Eggs 


5,649 
294.9 
19.2 
27.9 
4.4 
46.9 

67.7 
118.0 
7.9 

97.0 
48.9 
54.0 


5,651 
294.9 
19.2 
24.4 
4.9 
66.6 

93.0 
152.0 
8.8 

34.0 
43.2 
35.5 


Feb. 


5,159 
294.0 
17.6 
26.2 
5.2 
64.1 

94.5 
153.0 
8.4 

23.0 
38.2 
38.0 


Mar. 


5,764 
292.2 
19.7 


56.6 

85.6 
151.0 
7,5 

42.0 
35.8 
45.7 


Poultry 


Apr. 


63.0 
40.0 


Mil.  lb. 

662.1 

566.2 

621.4 

594.4 

713 

1 

601.2 

Mil.  lb. 

69.7 

41.6 

45.3 

55.8 

97 

3 

59.8 

Ct.  per  lb. 

17.2 

19.4 

23.3 

25.5 

20 

9 

23.7 

22.5 

Ct.  per  lb. 

10.0 

10.4 

12.0 

13.6 

13 

5 

12.2 

10.7 

Ct.  per  lb. 

24.0 

24.3 

28.4 

31.0 

35 

4 

32.3 

32.0 

Ct.  per  lb. 

39.7 

39.4 

Ct.  per  lb. 

44.0 

45.9 

59.9 

58.7 

59 

2 

58.7 

57.5 

Ct.  per  lb. 

56.4 

57.2 

59.0 

64.6 

85 

4 

80.4 

79.6 

Dol.  per  ton 

120.0 

128.0 

133.0 

130.0 

170 

0 

169.0 

165.0 

Pounds 

2.9 

3.0 

3.5 

3.9 

2 

5 

2.8 

2.7 

Dol.  per  ton 

121.0 

131.0 

137.0 

133.0 

172 

0 

172.0 

168.0 

Pounds 

4.0 

3.7 

4.1 

4.7 

4 

1 

3.8 

3.8 

Mil.  lb. 

63.9 

62.9 

60.3 

52.2 

80 

7 

81.6 

77.9 

82.1 

Mil.  lb. 

208.1 

188.4 

152.6 

115.4 

279 

9 

268.0 

243.1 

225.2 

Mil.  lb. 

323.6 

295.8 

252.8 

204.5 

429 

5 

423.8 

391.8 

382.1 

Mil. 

56.7 

57.8 

61.8 

63.4 

59 

7 

60.6 

63.2 
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SUMMARY 


Output  of  poultry  and  eggs  will  increase  this 
spring,  although  the  margin  over  a  year  earlier  will 
diminish  for  poultry  meat.  Chicken  and  egg  prices 
this  spring  will  run  weaker  than  a  year  ago,  while 
turkey  prices  will  be  down  sharply. 

The  level  of  poultry  and  egg  production  during  the 
second  half  of  1974  will  be  heavily  dependent  on  feed 
costs.  And  feed  prices  in  coming  months  will  largely 
hinge  on  prospects  for  this  year's  corn  and  soybean 
crops  and  foreign  demand  for  these  crops. 

Egg  production  in  March  remained  below  year- 
earlier  levels.  Layer  numbers  were  still  lower  but  the 
rate  of  lay  was  up.  Production  will  probably  gain  and 
exceed  1973  levels  by  late  spring  and  remain  larger 
for  the  balance  of  1974.  Egg-type  hatchery  figures 
indicate  there  will  be  more  pullets  entering  the  laying 
flock  through  midyear.  Also,  the  rate  of  lay  should 
hold  up. 

However,  during  January-March  this  year,  10 
percent  fewer  egg-type  chicks  were  hatched  and  there 
were  3  percent  fewer  eggs  in  incubators  on  April  1. 
This  points  to  a  substantial  reduction  in  the  number 
of  replacement  pullets  reaching  laying  age  in  July- 
October.  Thus,  egg  production  during  the  last  half  of 
1974  will  be  significantly  influenced  by  the  extent  of 
cullings  and  force  moltings  of  old  layers.  These 


practices  will  depend  on  the  relationship  between 
feed  and  egg  prices. 

Egg  prices  are  expected  to  average  below  year- 
earlier  levels  this  spring.  Prices  will  rise  seasonally  in 
the  summer  and  fall  but  average  well  below  the  high 
levels  of  1973.  Wholesale  prices  weakened  from  73 
cents  per  dozen  in  early  February  to  57  cents  in  late 
March.  And  following  Easter,  eggs  dipped  to  47  cents 
on  April  18. 

Broiler  meat  output  during  April-June  will  be 
larger  but  the  margin  over  1973  will  taper  off  from  the 
7  percent  increase  of  January-March.  Placements  for 
April-May  marketings  are  up  around  4  percent  but  for 
June  likely  will  be  near  a  year  ago. 

High  red  meat  prices  in  coming  months  are 
expected  to  boost  broiler  prices  from  current  levels. 
But  broiler  prices  this  spring  likely  will  trail  the  42 
cents  a  pound  of  April-June  1973.  With  the  recent 
declines  in  feed  ingredient  prices,  the  profitability  of 
broiler  production  will  improve  and  may  result  in 
expanded  output.  Increasing  red  meat  supplies  this 
summer  will  dampen  the  normal  seasonal  increase  in 
broiler  prices.  They  may  rise  only  slightly  from 
spring  levels  and  average  well  below  a  year  earlier. 

Turkey  meat  output  for  the  first  half  of  1974  will  be 
substantially  larger.  Although  seasonally  small  in 
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number,  there  were  about  a  third  more  turkeys  moved 
through  Federally  inspected  plants  during  January- 
March  than  in  the  like  period  of  1973.  In  addition,  the 
average  weight  of  bird  marketed  was  up  5  percent. 
Turkey  poult  production,  4-6  months  earlier, 
indicates  that  marketings  during  April-June  will  be 
more  than  15  percent  above  last  spring.  However, 
marketings  may  slip  below  a  year  earlier  in  the 


summer.  Hatchings  for  fall  marketings  may  regain 
momentum  as  a  result  of  the  recent  easing  in  feed 
ingredient  costs. 

Large  turkey  supplies  and  declining  prices  for  other 
meats  have  pushed  turkey  prices  down  sharply  in 
recent  weeks.  Prices  may  have  reached  their  low  and 
probably  will  strengthen  seasonally  later  in  the  year 
but  stay  well  below  1973  levels. 


PULLET  CHICKS  PLACED  FOR  LAYING  FLOCKS 
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POULTRY  AND  EGG  SITUATION 


FEED  PRICES  EASE 


Although  the  costs  of  most  items  used  in  the 
production  of  poultry  and  eggs  continue  to  climb 
upward,  feed  ingredient  prices  have  eased.  Lower 
feed  prices  are  the  only  way  producers  can 
significantly  lower  their  production  costs  in  1974. 
Feed  costs  in  early  1974  likely  accounted  for  around 
three-fourths  of  total  production  costs  for  poultry. 
And  prices  received  for  broilers,  turkeys  and  eggs  in 
recent  weeks  likely  were  near  or  below  most  producer 
growing  and  processing  costs. 

The  index  of  prices  paid  by  farmers  for  all 
production  items,  including  interest,  taxes  and  wage 
rates,  in  mid-March  was  164  (1967=100),  up  from  163 
in  February  and  15  percent  above  March  1973.  Feed 
prices  have  declined  2  percent  so  far  in  1974.  But  the 
feed  price  index  was  still  30  percent  above  March 
1973. 

Despite  some  easing  of  feed  prices,  declining 
product  prices  caused  poultry  product-feed  price 
ratios  to  decline  further  in  March,  indicating  that 
profitability  was  poor.  The  egg-feed  price  ratio  fell  to 
7.5,  down  from  8.4  in  February  and  the  lowest  March 
ratio  since  1971.  The  broiler-feed  price  ratio  slipped  to 
2.7  in  March,  compared  with  2.8  a  month  earlier  and 
3.5  for  March  1973.  The  turkey-feed  ratio  was 
unchanged  from  the  3.8  in  February  but  down  from 
4.1  a  year  earlier. 

Feed  ingredient  prices  have  declined  since  mid- 
March.  For  example,  U.S.  No.  2  corn  at  Chicago  in 
mid-April  averaged  about  $2.69,  a  bushel,  compared 
with  $2.88  in  mid-March  and  $1.65  a  year  earlier.  As 
suppplies  are  tight,  grain  prices  could  rebound  this 
spring  and  they  will  continue  above  a  year  earlier. 
Prices  after  midyear  are  more  uncertain.  If  1974  feed 
crops  and  foreign  demand  are  close  to  projected 
levels,  prices  could  drop  sharply  by  fall. 

Protein  feed  prices  have  also  eased  further  and  are 
well  below  1973  levels.  Soybean  meal  (44  percent 
protein,  Decatur)  averaged  around  $120  a  ton  in  mid- 
April,  down  $30  from  a  month  earlier  and  nearly  $90 
below  mid- April  1973.  In  coming  months,  meal  prices 
likely  will  be  more  stable  than  last  year  and  may 
average  near  current  levels.  They  will  remain  weil 
below  the  average  of  $290  a  ton  in  the  spring  and 
summer  of  1973. 


EGGS 

Output  Stable 

Egg  production  totaled  16  million  cases  in  March, 
slightly  below  March  1973.  Layer  numbers  were 
down  almost  2  percent  but  the  rate  of  lay  was  up  1 
percent.  January-March  egg  production  totaled  46 


Layers  on  farms  and  eggs  produced 


Number 

Eggs 

Eggs 

Calendar 

of  layers 

per  layer 

produced 

quarters 

1973 

1974 

1973 

1974 

1973 

1974 

MO. 

Mil. 

No. 

No. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

cs. 

cs. 

1  

298 

294 

56.0 

56.4 

46.4 

46.0 

II   

290 

58.1 

46.9 

Ill  

286 

56.8 

45.2 

IV  

295 

56.5 

46.3 

Annual  . 

292 

227.5 

184.8 

million  cases,  1  percent  below  last  year.  Output 
gained  2  percent  on  year-earlier  levels  from  October 
to  December  1973  but  there  was  almost  no  gain  from 
January  to  March  1974.  This  slowdown  occurred 
even  though  egg-type  hatchery  figures  6  months  prior 
indicated  there  were  almost  13  percent  more 
replacement  pullets  in  the  first  quarter  of  1974  than  a 


Egg-type  replacement  hatch,  by  quarters,  1960-74 


Year 

First 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

Year 

quarter 

quarter 

quarter 

quarter 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

1960  .  .  . 

66.6 

120.4 

25.9 

26.9 

239.8 

1961  ... 

86.2 

111.7 

32.1 

32.9 

262.9 

1962  .  .  . 

73.7 

109.6 

34.0 

33.7 

251.0 

1963  .  .  . 

72.5 

109.3 

39.7 

35.9 

257.4 

1964  .  .  . 

74.0 

107.0 

43.7 

39.5 

264.2 

1965  .  .  . 

63.9 

94.5 

45.3 

40.8 

244.5 

1966  .  . . 

71.1 

106.0 

53.2 

54.4 

284.7 

1967  .  .  . 

76.1 

95.2 

52.3 

43.8 

267.4 

1968  . . . 

62.9 

83.3 

55.9 

55.1 

257.2 

1969  .  .  . 

66.0 

83.6 

58.8 

56.5 

264.9 

1970  .  .  . 

78.9 

92.5 

57.5 

56.6 

285.5 

1971  . . . 

70.5 

87.1 

57.0 

49.1 

263.7 

1972  .  .  . 

64.4 

73.9 

56.0 

51.3 

245.7 

1973  .  .  . 

66.1 

75.9* 

62.8 

60.7 

265.8 

1974  .  .  . 

59.6 
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year  earlier.  However,  weekly  reports  of  mature  hens 
slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection  show  about  a  4 
percent  increase  this  year  through  April  3  over  the 
comparable  period  in  1973. 

Output  will  exceed  1973  levels  by  late  spring  and 
probably  will  remain  above  for  the  remainderof  1974. 
Production  may  be  up  2-3  percent  by  midyear.  On 
March  1,  there  were  52.5  million  pullets  3  months  old 
or  older  not  yet  laving,  8.4  million  more  than  a  year 
prior.  These  pullets  should  be  in  the  laying  flock  by 
June.  Based  on  the  egg-type  hatch,  more  pullets  will 
continue  entering  the  laying  flock  through  midyear. 
The  rate  of  lay  likely  will  stay  up  due  to  the  younger 
age  of  the  flock  and  fewer  force  molted  layers. 

The  picture  for  the  last  half  of  1974  is  less  clear, 
although  we  expect  production  to  remain  above  1973 
levels.  During  January- March  this  year,  119  million 
egg-type  chicks  were  hatched,  10  percent  below  the 
same  period  in  1973.  In  addition,  eggs  in  incubators 
on  April  1  were  down  3  percent.  This  points  to 
substantially  fewer  replacement  pullets  reaching 
laying  age  in  July-October.  Apparently,  high  feed 
prices  (especially  corn)  and  declining  egg  prices  have 
caused  producers  to  moderate  their  expansion  plans. 


Pullet  chicks  placed  for  laying  flocks,  1967-71  average 
and  1969-74* 


Month 

1967-71 
average 

1970 

1971 

1972 

1973 

1974 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

January   .  .  . 

22.6 

26.3 

22.9 

22.1 

22.0 

20.1 

February   .  . 

24.4 

26.7 

24.1 

23.1 

23.0 

21.4 

March  

33.0 

35.9 

31.9 

26.7 

28.9 

25.7 

April   

36.7 

38.7 

35.5 

29.8 

29.5 

May  

34.6 

35.9 

33.3 

28.8 

30.4 

June  

27.5 

28.9 

27.7 

24.1 

24.5 

July  

22.7 

25.6 

23.5 

22.0 

22.7 

August  .... 

20.8 

17.7 

22.0 

21.3 

23.6 

September  . 

21.5 

23.0 

19.7 

20.5 

24.1 

October  .  .  . 

21.7 

23.9 

19.4 

21.4 

25.8 

November  . 

19.6 

21.1 

19.0 

18.6 

22.5 

December  .  . 

19.7 

20.7 

18.6 

18.4 

20.2 

Total  .... 

304.8 

324.3 

297.7 

276.8 

297.3 

♦One-half  of  egg-type  chick  hatched  plus  pullet  chicks  placed 
domestically  for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks  by  leading 
breeders. 


The  extent  to  which  production  will  exceed  1973 
levels  in  the  last  half  of  1974  will  be  significantly 
influenced  by  the  culling  and  force  molting  of  old 
layers.  If  feed  and  egg  prices  are  favorable  there  will 
be  less  culling  and  more  force  moltings.  This  will 
increase  production.  However,  if  feed  and  egg  prices 
are  not  favorable,  the  opposite  likely  will  occur. 

Breaking  Activity  Gains-Stocks  Increase 

A  total  of  2.9  million  cases  ofshell  eggs  were  broken 
under  Federal  inspection  during  January-Februarv. 
This  was  about  510,000  cases  above  the  comparable 


period  in  1973.  The2.9million  casesof  shell  eggsused 
by  breakers  represented  almost  9.8  percent  of  the 
total  number  of  shell  eggs  produced  in  the  period 
versus  only  about  7.9  percent  a  year  earlier. 

During  January-February  110  million  pounds  of 
egg  products  were  produced,  around  19  million  above 
a  year  earlier.  Frozen  egg  production  was  up  about  13 
percent  to  51  million  pounds  while  production  of  dried 
eggs  at  10  million  pounds  was  up  about  33  percent. 
Liquid  egg  production  for  immediate  consumption 
and  processing  accounted  for  the  balance.  Immediate 
consumption  accounted  for  48  percent  while  52 
percent  went  for  processing.  In  1973  liquid  egg 
production  was  also  about  evenly  distributed 
between  immediate  consumption  and  processing. 

Cold  storage  stocks  of  shell  eggs  and  frozen  egg 
products  on  April  1,  1974,  totaled  1.1  million  cases 
(shell  equivalent).  This  was  13  percent  above  a  month 
earlier  but  still  260,000  cases  below  a  year  earlier. 
Shell  egg  stocks  at  63,000  cases  were  down  35  percent 
from  April  1,  1973,  while  stocks  of  frozen  eggs  were 
down  18  percent  to  40  million  pounds. 

Breaking  activity  and  cold  storage  stocks  should 
increase  in  coming  months.  Egg  prices  usually  are 
seasonally  low  during  the  spring  and  breakers  take 
advantage  of  this  drop  by  building  up  stocks  for  use 
later  in  the  year.  Last  spring,  shell  egg  prices  were 
relatively  high  and  breakers  did  not  build  up  their 
stocks  as  usual.  Shell  egg  prices  remained  high 
throughout  1973  and  breakers  largely  produced  only 
enough  for  immediate  needs.  Thus,  stocks  of  egg 
products  at  the  beginning  of  1974  were  low.  Larger 
shell  egg  production  and  lower  prices  this  spring  will 
result  in  increased  production  of  egg  products  and  a 
pickup  in  stocks. 

Prices  Weaken 

Egg  prices  have  dropped  steadily  since  early 
February.  The  New  York  wholesale  price  for  Grade  A 
large  eggs  were  73  cents  a  dozen  in  early  February.  It 
dropped  10  cents  by  the  end  of  February  and  an 
additional  5  cents  by  the  end  of  March,  to  57  cents  a 
dozen.  Apparently,  the  decline  reflected  the  drop  in 
prices  of  other  high  protein  foods  along  with 
increasing  egg  supplies. 

In  6  out  of  the  last  9  years,  prior  to  1974  the  New 
York  wholesale  price  for  Grade  A  large  eggs 
strengthened  from  1  to  6  cents  a  dozen  during  the  3 
weeks  prior  to  Easter.  This  strengthening  resulted 
from  an  increased  demand  for  eggs  for  Easter. 
Increased  supplies  of  eggs  this  year  were  apparently 
sufficient  to  meet  any  increased  demand.  Thus,  egg 
prices  remained  steady  at  57  cents  a  dozen  during  the 
3  weeks  prior  to  Easter. 

The  demand  for  eggs  usually  falls  off  after  Easter 
and  prices  weaken  accordingly.  In  the  past  9  years, 
the  New  York  wholesale  price  for  large  eggs  has 
dropped  from  3  to  11  cents  a  dozen  during  the  week 
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Shell  egg  prices 


New  York 

Calendar 

Received 
by  producers 

Large 

Medium 

quarters 

1973 

1974 

1973 

1974 

1973 

1974 

Cents  per 
dozen 

Cen  ts  per 
dozen 

Cents  per 
dozen 

Cents  per 
dozen 

Cents  per 
dozen 

Cents  per 
dozen 

III  

IV  

46.4 
47.5 
61.6 
60.9 

62.4 

50.1 
51.9 
69.7 
67.3 

67.5 

47.1 
47.7 
63.3 
64.4 

63.4 

54.1 

59.8 

55.6 

Table  3.— Shell  eggs:  Production  and  New  York  average  wholesale  price,  by  quarters,  1960-74 


Year 

Egg  production 

New  York  wholesale  price 

1 

II 

IV 

Annual 

1 

II 

II 

IV 

Annual 

average 

average 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cen  ts 

Cents 

dozen 

dozen 

dozen 

dozen 

dozen 

1960   

1,405 

2 

1,422 

5 

1,249 

1 

1,262 

0 

5,338 

8 

35 

18 

38.85 

47.53 

56 

33 

44.47 

1961   

1,361 

3 

1,406 

4 

1,270 

5 

1,319 

7 

5,357 

9 

43 

72 

36.39 

46.20 

44 

69 

42.75 

1962   

1,373 

0 

1,426 

3 

1,288 

8 

1,315 

1 

5,403 

2 

39 

45 

33.38 

42.94 

44 

59 

40.09 

1963   

1,329 

.3 

1.410 

5 

1,290 

5 

1,314 

4 

5,344 

6 

40 

53 

32.69 

41.43 

41 

73 

39.10 

1964   

1,374 

6 

1,415 

6 

1,309 

1 

1,335 

3 

5,434 

6 

39 

51 

31.74 

40.45 

38 

26 

37.49 

1965   

1,380 

3 

1,419 

5 

1,327 

6 

1,335 

7 

5,463 

1 

Jl 

9  I 

33.15 

39.81 

44 

64 

37.38 

1966   

1,352 

7 

1,411 

6 

1,346 

2 

1,406 

7 

5,517 

2 

45 

46 

38.06 

47.74 

46 

23 

44.37 

196  7   

1,439 

5 

1,477 

0 

1,420 

8 

1,440 

1 

5,777 

3 

36 

38 

28.66 

33.94 

32 

04 

32.76 

1968   

1,460 

0 

1,459 

9 

1,380 

9 

1,379 

0 

5,679 

7 

32 

42 

31.14 

43.73 

44 

58 

37.97 

1969 

1,389 

0 

1,448 

2 

1,390 

7 

1,401 

2 

5,628 

8 

46 

03 

36.59 

46.66 

57 

28 

46.64 

1970   

1,403 

4 

1,445 

6 

1,411 

4 

1,450 

6 

5,710 

8 

54 

10 

35.02 

43.10 

39 

66 

42.97 

1971  .... 

1,459 

0 

1,476 

0 

1,437 

0 

1,473 

6 

5,846 

2 

36 

11 

33.03 

34.32 

33 

99 

34.36 

1972   

1,495 

9 

1,465 

1 

1,425 

0 

1,408 

8 

5,794 

8 

31 

89 

29.82 

36.25 

42 

82 

35.20 

1973  , 

1,392 

4 

1,406 

5 

1,356 

5 

1,390 

0 

5,543 

8 

50 

11 

51.88 

69.75 

67 

26 

59.75 

1974 

1,381 

2 

67 

50 

"Minimum  10  percent  AA  75  percent  A  quality  white  large 
corresponds  to  commercial  grade  of  fancy. 


following  Easter.  This  year  was  no  exception.  The 
week  following  Easter  the  New  York  wholesale  price 
dipped  10  cents  a  dozen. 

Georgia  and  Iowa  producers  received  53  and  51 
cents  a  dozen  for  Grade  A  large  eggs  in  March.  This 
was  10  cents  above  a  year  earlier.  Prices  received  by 
U.S.  producers  for  all  eggs  (including  eggs  sold 
directly  at  retail  and  hatching  eggs)  averaged  around 
57  cents  a  dozen  in  March.  This  was  about  7  cents 
below  a  month  earlier  but  still  almost  10  cents  above  a 
year  earlier. 

Second  quarter  egg  prices  probably  will  average 
below  1973's  April-June  average.  The  New  York 
wholesale  price  for  large  eggs  averaged  almost  52 
cents  a  dozen  in  second  quarter  of  1973.  Demand  for 
shell  eggs  for  breaking  will  help  buoy  egg  prices  this 
spring.  Prices  likely  will  strengthen  seasonally  this 
summer  but  average  well  below  the  high  levels  of  last 
summer. 


Eggs:  Average  prices  paid  per  dozen  at  farm 
in  Georgia  and  Iowa' 


Calendar 
quarters 

To  Georgia  producers 

To  1  owa  at  farm2 

1973  1974 

1973  1974 

1   

Cents          Cents          Cents  Cents 

42.21           59.80           39.68  57.46 
43.72  41.97 
61.35  59.92 
58.59  56.98 

51.46  49.64 

II  

Ill  

IV  

Annual   

'Grade  A,  white.  2  Under  quality  and  volume  incentive 
program. 


Foreign  Trade  Up 

Both  imports  and  exports  of  shell  eggs  and  egg 
products  were  above  a  year  earlier  in  January- 
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February  of  this  year.  Imports  of  shell  eggs  and  egg 
products  totaled  104,000  cases  (shell  equivalent) 
compared  with  93,400  cases  a  year  prior.  Almost  all  of 
the  imports  were  shell  eggs  from  Canada. 

Exports  totaled  114,200  cases  (shell  equivalent), 
about  9,000  cases  more  than  1973.  However,  there 
were  6  percent  fewer  shell  eggs  exported.  Hatching 
eggs  accounted  for  91  percent  of  the  shell  egg  exports, 
up  3  percentage  points  from  1973.  Exports  of  egg 
products  at  42,400  cases  (shell  equivalent)  were  up  46 
percent,  with  dried  egg  exports  making  up  all  of  the 
increase. 

BROILERS 

Larger  Broiler  Output 

There  were  735  million  broilers  slaughtered  in 
Federally  inspected  plants  this  year  through  March 
27,  a  weekly  average  of  56.5  million.  This  was  nearly  5 
percent  above  the  like  period  of  1973.  The  average 
weight  was  around  3.8  pounds,  up  a  little  more  than  2 
percent.  Weekly  slaughter  reports  indicate  that  the 
average  weight  eased  in  March  and  was  only  slightly 
above  a  year  earlier.  Thus,  meat  output  under  Federal 
inspection  through  March  this  year  was  around  7 
percent  greater  than  in  January-March  1973. 


Broilers  slaughtered  in  Federally  inspected  plants 


Certified  as 

Number 

Average 

wholesome 

Calendar 

inspected 

live  weight 

(ready-to-cook 

quarters 

weight) 

1973 

1974 

1973 

1974 

1973 

1974 

Mil. 

MO. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

lb. 

lb. 

1  

699.8 

3.70 

1.849.7 

II   

746.8 

3.71 

1,986.5 

■  . 

745.7 

3.71 

1,986.6 

IV  .  .  . 

715.2 

3.83 

1,963.3 

Annual  . 

2,907.6 

3.73 

7,786.1 

This  was  well  above  expected  output  based  on  chick 
placements  9  weeks  earlier,  particularly  during 
January.  Much  of  the  increase  was  caused  by 
disruptions  in  marketing  schedules  during  the 
Christmas  holiday  season.  This  resulted  in  some 
backup  of  broilers  to  be  marketed,  and  January 
weights  increased.  Additional  disruptions  in 
marketing  schedules,  caused  by  the  strike  of  the  truck 
drivers,  held  marketing  weights  relatively  high  in 
February. 

Second  quarter  broiler  meat  output  will  be  up 
seasonally  but  the  margin  over  1973  will  taper  off. 
Broiler  chick  placements  for  April  and  May 
marketings  are  up  5  and  3.5  percent  respectively 
(table  4  and  5).  And  placements  for  June 
marketings  will  be  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier. 


This  indicates  around  3  percent  more  output  for 
spring.  However,  the  contamination  (from  the 
pesticide  Dieldrin)  and  the  subsequent  distruction  of 
several  million  broilers  in  Mississippi  probably  will 
cause  marketings  in  the  spring  to  average  only  about 
2  percent  greater.  Most  of  the  destroyed  birds  were 
from  those  destined  for  marketing  in  April.  Of  the 
approximately  250  million  broiler  chicks  placed 
nationally  for  April  marketings,  about  19  million 
were  in  Mississippi. 

Higher  red  meat  prices  this  spring  will  bolster 
broiler  prices.  This,  combined  with  the  recent  decline 
in  feed  ingredient  prices,  will  improve  the 
profitability  of  broiler  production  and  result  in  a 
moderate  increase  in  summer  and  fall  production, 
pushing  it  above  the  total  of  the  second  half  of  1973. 

Broiler-Feed  Price  Ratio  Poor 

Broiler  prices  fell  more  than  feed  prices,  resulting  in 
a  relatively  low  2.7  for  the  March  broiler-feed  price 
ratio,  compared  with  2.8  a  month  earlier  and  3.5  for 
March  1973.  Broiler  feed  in  March  averaged  $165  a 
ton,  down  $4  a  ton  from  February  but  still  $32  a  ton 
above  March  1973.  Higher  feed  prices  this  year  have 
largely  reflected  sharp  increases  in  corn  prices.  But 
part  of  the  increase  in  corn  prices  has  been  offset  by 
lower  protein  feed  prices. 

Prices  Lag 

Wholesale  broilers  in  9  cities  averaged  39  cents  a 
pound  during  January-March,  ranging  from  35  to  43 
cents.  This  was  about  2  cents  a  pound  above  the 
preceeding  quarter  and  a  year  earlier.  Broiler  prices 
this  spring  likely  will  strengthen  but  likely  will  not 
match  the  42  cents  a  pound  of  April-June  1973. 
Relatively  high  beef  and  pork  prices  will  bolster 
consumer  demand  for  broilers.  However,  this  will  be 
partly  offset  by  increased  broiler  meat  supplies. 

Prices  are  expected  to  show  little  seasonal  rise  this 
summer  and  will  average  well  below  year-earlier 
levels.  Price  rises  this  summer  will  be  limited  by 
increased  red  meat  supplies.  Prices  will  decline  as 
usual  in  the  fall  and  may  about  match  October- 
December  1973's  37  cents  a  pound. 


Broiler  prices 


Received  by 

9-city  weighted 

Calendar 

producers 

average 

quarters 

(ready-to-cook  weight) 

1973 

1974 

1973 

1974 

Cents  per  pound 

1  

20.0 

22.4 

37.1 

39.3 

II   

24.6 

42.3 

Ill  

31.5 

52.6 

IV  

21.0 

36.9 

Annual  .  .  . 

24.3 

42.2 
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Table  5.— Changes  from  the  preceding  year  in  selected  broiler  industrys  statistics,  1965-74* 


Year 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Percent 

Pullet  chicks  placed  for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks  7-14  months  earlier 

1965  .  . 

-6 

-5 

-5 

-6 

-7 

-6 

-3 

2 

4 

5 

7 

1 0 

1966  . 

12 

11 

10 

9 

9 

10 

10 

10 

10 

11 

12 

14 

1967   

16 

17 

18 

18 

20 

20 

20 

20 

17 

10 

6 

0 

1968 

-4 

-7 

-8 

-10 

-12 

-11 

-10 

-13 

-19 

-8 

-6 

.5 

1969 

-4 

-3 

-2 

-1 

-1 

5 

6 

8 

7 

8 

8 

8 

1970 

9 

g 

7 

6 

6 

6 

4 

4 

4 

5 

4 

4 

1971  

3 

2 

2 

0 

-1 

-3 

-4 

-5 

-7 

-10 

-11 

-12 

1972   

-12 

-13 

-13 

-12 

-12 

-11 

-10 

-9 

-9 

-9 

-10 

-10 

1973   

-9 

-9 

-8 

-8 

-7 

-7 

-8 

-8 

-7 

-5 

-4 

-4 

1974   

-4 

-3 

-2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Broiler  chick  placements  in  22  or  23  States  advanced  2  months  to  expected  marketing  months 

1965   

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

7 

9 

11 

11 

13 

13 

14 

1966   

13 

14 

14 

12 

10 

9 

9 

8 

8 

10 

11 

11 

1967   

8 

3 

2 

3 

4 

2 

0 

-1 

1 

-1 

-3 

-4 

1968   

-3 

0 

1 

-2 

-3 

-1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

4 

1969   

6 

4 

5 

6 

8 

S 

8 

7 

7 

9 

11 

9 

1970   

11 

9 

13 

12 

10 

rJ 

7 

6 

5 

2 

-1 

-3 

1971  

-2 

-2 

-3 

-5 

-6 

-5 

-4 

-2 

-2 

1 

3 

4 

1972 

O 

3 

6 

S 

8 

6 

4 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1973   

2 

2 

-5 

-5 

-4 

-2 

-2 

-3 

-3 

-1 

1 

2 

1974   

1 

3 

4 

4 

1  *Fluctuations   in    monthly    data    reduced   by   the   use  of 


3-month  moving  averages. 


1973  Broiler  Production  Down  2  percent 

The  number  of  broilers  produced  during  the  1973 
marketing  year  (December  1-November  30)  totaled 
3,008  million  compared  with  3,075  million  for  1972. 
The  21  commercial  broiler  producing  States 
accounted  for  97  percent  of  the  U.S.  total.  Production 
was  down  from  1972  in  about  half  of  the  21  States.  Of 
the  8  States  producing  over  100  million  broilers  each, 
production  fell  sharply  except  in  Alabama,  Delaware, 
and  Maryland.  Arkansas,  the  largest  producer,  had 
502  million  broilers,  6  percent  below  the  previous  year 
but  still  nearly  90  million  more  than  Georgia,  the 
second  largest  producing  State.  The  South  Central 
and  South  Atlantic  areas  continue  to  predominate  in 
broiler  production. 

Broiler  Hatchery  Flock  Placements  Boosted 

There  likely  will  be  enough  broiler-type  eggs  for  a 
moderate  increase  in  broiler  production  during  the 
summer  and  fall.  More  pullet  chicks  have  been  placed 
for  the  broiler  hatchery  supply  flock  in  recent 
months.  Based  on  pullet  chicks  placed  7-14  months 
earlier,  the  supply  flock  will  exceed  year-earlier  levels 
this  spring  and  average  2-3  percent  larger  in  the 
summer. 

Low  European  Broiler  Prices  Vex  EC 
Producers;  Stocks  Mount 

Viewed  against  the  background  of  European 
broiler  prices  of  the  recent  past,  March  prices  in 


important  Continental  markets  were  in  a  depressed 
state.  Stocks  are  now  high.  Efforts  are  being  made  by 
surplus-producing  countries  to  arrange  cutrate 
exports,  and  it  is  likely  that  production  will  be  cut 
back  from  earlier  planned  levels. 

The  decline  in  European  broiler  prices  is  illustrated 
by  price  trends  in  Hamburg.  In  late  March,  ready-to- 
cook  broilers  were  offered  to  importers  at  less  than  the 
equivalent  of  53  cents  per  pound,  whereas  a  year 
earlier  they  had  been  about  73  cents  per  pound  at 
then-current  exchange  rates. 

Trade  sources  claim  that  broiler  storage  stocks  in 
the  Netherlands  in  March  were  10,000  tons  above 
normal.  Comparable  stocks  in  Denmark  were  5.000- 
7,000  tons  above  normal. 

Export  at  cutrate  prices  seems  the  most  likely  way 
these  excess  stocks  will  be  disposed  of,  since  internal 
demand  for  poultry  in  the  surplus-producing 
countries  of  Northern  Europe,  as  well  as  in  West 
Germany,  seems  weak  at  present. 

Internal  price  cutting  is  not  favored  by  the  trade 
because  recent  prices  have  already  been  below  high 
European  production  costs.  Dutch  costs  have 
recently  been  estimated  at  48  cents  per  pound  for 
ready-to-cook  broilers  in  contrast  with  recent  prices 
as  low  as — about  40  cents. 

Some  production  cutbacks  have  occurred  in 
response  to  low  prices  and  heavy 
stocks — particularly  in  Germany — and  some  other 
EC  countries  that  normally  export  to  Germany  are 
reportedly  holding  back  some  of  their  shipments. 
European  industry  groups  are  reportedly  interested 
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Table  6.— Commercial  broilers:  Production,  average  liveweight,  price  per  pound  and  value  of  production 

in  21  States,  1972  73' 


State 

Production 

Average 
live  weight 

Average  price 
received  by 
producers  per 
pound 

Value  of 
production 

Number 

Pounds 

1973 

1972 

1973 

1972 

1973 

1972 

1973 

1972 

1973 

1972 

Million 

Million 

M  illion 

Million 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Cents 

Cents 

Million 

Million 

dollars 

dollars 

75.6 

71.3 

317.7 

306.8 

4.2 

4.3 

25.5 

16.2 

81.0 

49.7 

61.3 

59.4 

251.2 

243.4 

4.1 

4.1 

27.5 

16.4 

69.1 

39.9 

13.6 

13.2 

50.3 

50.2 

3.7 

3.8 

22.9 

16.4 

11.5 

7.2 

21.5 

23.4 

81.8 

3.8 

3.8 

3.6 

23.6 

13.5 

19.3 

12.0 

141.0 

131.9 

563.9 

514.3 

4.0 

3.9 

23.8 

15.7 

134.2 

80.7 

190.7 

177.2 

743.6 

691.3 

3.9 

3.9 

23.8 

15.7 

177.0 

108.5 

77.2 

77.2 

285.5 

278.1 

3.7 

3.6 

23.7 

15.1 

67.7 

42.0 

17.3 

16.0 

53.6 

55.8 

3.1 

3.5 

23.3 

12.5 

12.5 

7.0 

290.4 

301.8 

1,132.7 

1,116.9 

3.9 

3.9 

24.5 

13.9 

277.5 

163.6 

South  Carolina  

28.9 

28.3 

101.0 

98.9 

3.5 

3.5 

23.6 

13.2 

23.8 

13.1 

413.0 

442.9 

1,528.0 

1,638.9 

3.7 

3.7 

23.9 

13.1 

365.2 

214.7 

Florida  

56.8 

56.7 

216.0 

209.6 

3.8 

3.7 

23.1 

13.3 

49.9 

27.9 

Tennessee   

52.3 

55.0 

172.7 

197.9 

3.3 

3.6 

22.7 

13.1 

39.2 

25.9 

Alabama   

399.3 

399.3 

1,43  7.6 

1,437.4 

3.6 

o.o 

lo.i 

OOD.H 

loO.J 

Mississippi  

239.1 

256.3 

834.8 

948.2 

3.7 

3.7 

23.5 

13.2 

207.9 

125.2 

Arkansas   

501.8 

532.1 

1,756.5 

1,862.5 

3.5 

3.5 

23.7 

13.7 

416.3 

255.2 

Louisiana  

55.5 

55.8 

188.7 

206.3 

3.4 

3.7 

24.1 

13.9 

45.5 

28.7 

173.3 

178.5 

641.3 

660.5 

3.7 

3.7 

22.8 

14.2 

146.2 

93.8 

Washington   

17.6 

16.4 

68.5 

63.9 

3.9 

3.9 

26.6 

18.4 

18.2 

11.8 

Oregon  

14.0 

14.0 

53.2 

53.2 

3.8 

3.8 

25.0 

17.7 

13.3 

9.4 

California  

83.2 

86.0 

341.1 

361.3 

4.1 

4.2 

24.7 

17.5 

84.2 

63.2 

Total  

2,923.5 

2,992.5 

10,869.8 

11,144.0 

3.7 

3.7 

23.9 

14.1 

2,596.0 

1,567.7 

'Twelve  month  period  beginning  with  December  of  the  previous  year. 


in  exporting  at  least  part  of  the  EC  surplus  storage 
stock  to  distant,  one-shot  markets,  and  then  to  restore 
production  to  an  equilibrium  with  normal  sales. 

If  these  efforts  are  successful,  Swiss  sources  expect 
net  prices  for  broilers  at  the  Swiss  frontier  to  return  to 
the  45-cent-per-pound  level  (U.S.  equivalent),  about 
the  level  that  prevailed  for  subsidized  poultry  before 
the  stock  buildup  began.  This  would  be  about  6  cents 
above  some  March  offerings. 

TURKEYS 

Output  Up  Sharply  from  a  Year  Earlier 

Nearly  a  third  more  turkeys  moved  through 
Federally  inspected  slaughter  plants  during  the 
seasonally  light  marketing  months  of  January- 
March  this  year  than  in  the  same  months  of  1973.  In 
addition,  the  average  turkey  weighed  more.  For  the 
first  2  months  of  1974  turkey  meat  output  (certified 
ready-to-cook)  totaled  157  million  pounds  compared 
with  111  million  a  year  ago. 

Turkey  output  will  continue  larger  throughout  the 
first  half  of  this  year.  Turkey  hatchings,  advanced  4-6 
months,  indicate  that  marketings  during  April-June 
will  be  more  than  15  percent  above  the  second  quarter 


Turkey  slaughtered  in  Federally  inspected  plants 


Calendar 
quarters 

Number 
inspected 

Average 
live  weight 

Certified  as 
wholesome 
(ready-to-cook 
weight) 

1973 

1974 

1973 

1974 

1973 

1974 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

Mil. 
lb. 

1  

II   

Ill  

IV  

11.7 
21.6 
44.6 
45.1 

17.2 
16.6 
17.9 
20.1 

156.6 
282.9 
631.5 
717.0 

Annual  . 

123.0 

18.4 

1,787.9 

of  1973.  The  margin  of  increase  over  1973  will  taper 
off  and  output  may  slip  below  year-earlier  levels  by 
late  summer.  But  Turkey  meat  output  will  increase  as 
usual  in  the  second  half  of  the  year.  There  were  7 
percent  more  turkey  poults  hatched  in  March  but 
eggs  in  incubators  on  April  1  were  about  thesameasa 
year  earlier. 

High  production  costs  and  declining  turkey  prices 
have  put  many  producers  into  a  loss  situation  in 
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Table  7.- Turkey  hatchery  operations.  United  States  and  6-9  States  reporting  weekly,  1972-1974 


Month 


September 
October  .  . 
November 
December  . 
January  .  . 
February  . 
March  .  .  .  . 
April 

Ma  y  

June  

July  

August  .  .  . 


United  States 


Hatch 


1972- 
73 


1973- 
74 


Change  from 
year  earlier 


Hatch 


Eggs  in 
incuba- 
tors first 
of  month 


3,360 
3,532 
4,612 
6,679 
9,714 
13,157 
18,238 
20,633 
21,715 
19,483 
13,853 
7,274 


4,045 
3,943 
5.446 
8,084 
10,867 
13,937 
19,490 


20 
12 
18 
21 
12 
6 
7 


19 
8 
8 
14 
14 
4 
7 
0 


Period4 


Sept.  2-Sept.  29 
Sept.  30-Nov.  3 
Nov.  4-Dec.  1  . 
Dec.  2-Dec.  29 
Dec.  30-Feb.  2 
Feb.  3-Mar.  2  . 
Mar.  3-Mar.  30 
Mar.  31-Apr.  27 


6-9  States' 


Hatch 

Egg  setting  advanced 
4  weeks 

1972- 
73 

1973- 
74 

Change 
from 
year 
earlier 

1972- 
73 

1973- 
74 

Change 
from 
year 
earlier 

2,223 
2,435 
2,863 
3,773 
7,623 
9,336 
11,980 


2,380 
2,625 
3,064 
4,075 
8,224 
9,607 
12,042 


3,925 
3,873 
4,341 
5,638 
9,599 
14,062 
17,554 
20,194 


3,978 
4,123 
4,294 
5,932 
10,115 
13,751 
17,407 
19,861 


1 
6 
-1 
5 
5 
-2 
-1 
-2 


'The  6  States  are:  California,  Missouri,  Ohio,  Virginia, 
Minnesota  and  Wisconsin.  JSix  States  plus  Iowa,  Texas  and 
North  Carolina,  from  September  2-December  1.  3  Six  States  plus 


Iowa  and  Texas,  from  December  30-March  2. 
and  corresponding  weeks  of  1972-73. 


'Weeks  of  1973-74 


recent  months  and  they  are  reducing  poult 
placements  to  near  1973  levels.  Production  costs, 
other  than  feed  costs,  likely  will  continue  upward. 
However,  most  feed  ingredient  prices  have  eased.  In 
early  1974  feed  costs  accounted  for  around  three- 
fourths  of  production  costs.  With  the  recent  decline  in 
feed  costs  combined  with  the  possibility  for  a 


seasonal  increase  in  turkey  prices,  producers  may 
hold  the  seasonal  increase  in  poult  placements  to 
near  year  earlier  levels. 

Seasonally  Large  Stocks 

Cold  storage  turkey  stocks,  up  72  million  pounds  on 
January  1 ,  have  stayed  large.  On  April  1 ,  they  totaled 


Table  8.—  Turkeys:  Monthly  hatchings  by  breed  type,  advanced  to  indicate  prospective 
month  of  marketing,  48  States,  1972-74 


Month  of 
marketing 

Light  breeds  advanced 
4  months 

Heavy  breeds 

All  turkey:   Sum  of 
preceding  columns* 

Hens  advanced 
5  months 

Tor 
I 

ns  advanced 
5  months 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1972 

1973 

1974 

Mil. 

Mil 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil 

Mil 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil 

Mil 

1.0 

1.2 

1.2 

1.9 

2.5 

2.9 

5.1 

5.5 

6.1 

8.0 

9.2 

10.2 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

1.1 

1.1 

1.4 

1.9 

2.5 

2.9 

4.2 

4.8 

5.6 

March  

1.3 

1.6 

1.6 

1.0 

1.2 

1.4 

1.1 

1.1 

1.4 

3.4 

3.9 

4.3 

April  

1.0 

1.6 

1.6 

1.4 

1.5 

1.9 

1.0 

1.2 

1.4 

3.4 

4.3 

4.9 

1.0 

1.4 

1.3 

2.1 

2.5 

3.3 

1.4 

1.5 

1.9 

4.4 

5.5 

6.5 

1.0 

1.1 

1.2 

3.7 

4.1 

4.8 

2.1 

2.5 

3.3 

6.8 

7.8 

9.2 

July   

1.2 

1.5 

1.5 

6.3 

6.0 

6.4 

3.7 

4.1 

4.8 

11.1 

11.6 

13.3 

1.3 

1.3 

9.2 

8.4 

9.0 

6.3 

6.0 

6.4 

16.8 

15.7 

1.4 

1.1 

10.2 

9.7 

9.2 

8.4 

9.0 

20.8 

19.2 

1.4 

1.5 

10.3 

10.3 

10.2 

9.7 

21.8 

21.5 

1.7 

1.7 

8.8 

9.0 

10.3 

10.3 

20.8 

20.9 

December  

1.6 

1.5 

5.5 

6.1 

8.8 

9.0 

16.0 

16.5 

♦Detail  may  not  add  exactly  to  totals  due  to  rounding. 


225  million  pounds,  down  only  18  million  pounds 
from  March  1,  but  still  110  million  pounds  above 
April  1, 1973.  This  was  the  largest  April  1  stocks  since 
1968.  Stocks  are  expected  to  be  at  record  midyear 
levels  on  July  1. 


Price  Weak 

Large  turkey  supplies  and  easing  prices  for  other 
meats  have  caused  turkey  prices  to  fall  sharply.  New 
York  wholesale  prices  for  8-16  pound  young  hens 
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during  January-March  averaged  50  cents  a  pound, 
about  4  cents  above  the  like  period  of  1 973  but  1 5  cents 
below  the  previous  quarter.  And  toms,  14-20  pounds, 
were  up  3  cents  to  47.6  cents  a  pound.  Prices  fell  below 
year-earlier  levels  in  early  March  and  have  stayed 
lower.  Prices  for  young  hens  dropped  to  44  cents  a 
pound  and  young  toms  to  39  cents  in  mid-April. 

Turkey  prices  may  have  about  bottomed  out.  They 
may  rise  seasonally  during  the  summer  and  autumn 
but  stay  well  below  1973  levels. 


Two  Percent  More  Turkeys  in  1973 

Turkey  producers  raised  132.2  million  turkeys  in 
1973,  2  percent  more  than  in  1972.  Minnesota,  the 
largest  producer  in  1973,  raised  23.3  million  turkeys, 
12  percent  more  than  in  1972.  California,  second 
largest  producer,  was  down  slightly  to  17.5  million. 
The  10  largest  States,  raising  more  than  4  million 


Calendar 
quarters 


I ! 
Ill 
IV 


Annual 


Turkey  prices 


Received 
by 

producers 


1973 


1974 


New  York  wholesale1 


Young  hens 
8-16  pounds 


1973 


1974 


Young  toms 
14-20  pounds 


1973 


1974 


Cents  per  pound 


25.6 
31.7 
38.5 
41.6 

34.4 


33.3 


45.7 
55.8 
73.4 
65.2 

58.8 


50.2 


44.7 
53.3 
69.1 
61.6 

56.5 


47.7 


1  U.S.  Grade  A  ready-to-cook,  carlot  and  trucklot  frozen 
F.O.B.  or  equivalent. 

turkeys  each,  accounted  for  78  percent  of  the  U.S. 
total  in  1973.  Six  of  these  States  increased  production 
substantially  from  the  prior  year. 


TURKEYS  RAISED,*  1973 

AND  PERCENT  CHANGE  FROM  PREVIOUS  YEAR 


1/  COMBINED  STATES 
43 


U  S  TOTAL 

132. IS3 
♦2 


THOUSAND  HEAD 


U  S  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
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Table  9— Turkeys:  Production  and  gross  income,  1972 


State 

Number  raised1 

Ho  u  n  o  s 

Price  per 

inH 

Vj  lUi)  1 1  It.  U 1 1  It? 

Heavy  breeds 

Light  breeds 

Total 

/ ,  000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

Cents 

1,000 

head 

head 

head 

pounds 

dollars 

3 

1 

4 

74 

34.0 

20 

1 

21 

395 

35.0 

1 38 

7 

0 

7 

1 32 

35.0 

46 

141 

29 

1  70 

3,383 

36.0 

1,218 

12 

1 

13 

242 

35.5 

86 

75 

5 

80 

1 ,584 

34.0 

539 

153 

42 

195 

3,705 

30.0 

1,112 

82 

9 

91 

2,084 

43.0 

896 

2,524 

402 

2,926 

57,350 

25.2 

14,452 

3,150 

614 

3,764 

69,258 

23.0 

15,929 

5,600 

460 

6,060 

110,898 

24.4 

27,059 

667 

7 

674 

14,289 

27.4 

3,915 

1,049 

40 

1,089 

26,027 

22.4 

5,830 

3,953 

56 

4,009 

78,176 

22.2 

17,355 

14,620 

6,260 

20,880 

348,696 

2  1  .0 

73,226 

7,076 

80 

7,156 

148,129 

22.2 

32,885 

10,000 

198,000 

21.3 

42,174 

North  Dakota  

1,000 

150 

1,150 

20,355 

21.8 

4,437 

589 

553 

1,142 

23,754 

21.0 

4,988 

933 

0 

933 

20,339 

19.6 

3,986 

285 

0 

285 

5,672 

23.1 

1,310 

138 

12 

150 

2,865 

22.0 

630 

r  v  1  ^  n  H 

53 

4 

57 

1 ,089 

22.0 

240 

V  i  r  g  i  n  ia 

3,888 

1,631 

5,519 

9 1 ,064 

22.5 

20,489 

West  Virginia 

299 

1,111 

1,410 

26 ,08  5 

21.3 

5,556 

North  Carolina  

10,435 

1,600 

12,035 

197,374 

22.4 

44,212 

2,104 

113 

2,217 

56,977 

21.7 

12,364 

Georgia  .  . 

1,796 

10 

1,806 

32,508 

23.5 

7,639 

1 5 

7 

22 

484 

22.0 

106 

Ten  nessee 

10 

0 

1  0 

200 

21.5 

43 

Alabama 

14 

14 

28 

448 

22.0 

99 

34 

1 

35 

700 

23.0 

161 

Arkansas3   

8,165 

157,585 

22.5 

35,457 

2 

0 

2 

40 

26.0 

10 

Oklahoma3  

1,795 

30,515 

21.0 

6,408 

7,780 

71 

7,851 

160,160 

21.1 

33,794 

3,461 

16 

3,477 

72,322 

25.0 

18,081 

Utah  

3,905 

0 

3,905 

89,034 

21.5 

19,142 

Nevada   

Washington  

457 

0 

457 

9,140 

21.0 

1.919 

Oregon3  

1,850 

34,410 

22.0 

7,570 

California  

17,095 

541 

17,636 

335,084 

21.8 

73,048 

Other  States4   

44 

13 

57 

921 

26.2 

241 

114,149  14,984  129,133  2,431,547  22.2  538,815 


3  Breakdown  by  breeds  combined  to  avoid  disclosing  individual 
operations.  *  Florida,  Montana,  Idaho,  Wyoming,  New  Mexico 
and  Arizona  combined  to  avoid  disclosing  individual  operations. 
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Based  on  turkeys  hatched  September  1,  1971  to  August  31, 
1972.  Excludes  young  turkeys  lost.  2  Includes  home 
consumption,  which  is  less  than  1  percent  of  total  production. 


Table  10— Turkeys:  Production  and  gross  income,  1973 


State 

Number  raised 1 

Pou  n  ds 
p  cod  u ced  ^ 

Price  per 
pound 

Gross  income 

Heavy  breeds 

Light  breeds 

Total 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

Cents 

1,000 

head 

head 

neaa 

pou nds 

dollavs 

5 

2 

7 

129 

64.0 

83 

New  Hampshire 

20 

5 

25 

463 

64.0 

296 

Vermont  ,  

14 

0 

14 

265 

59.0 

156 

Massachusetts 

144 

29 

173 

3,287 

62.0 

2,038 

Rhode  Island   

1 0 

0 

1 0 

188 

62.0 

117 

67 

2 

69 

1,373 

62.0 

851 

164 

20 

184 

3,496 

43.0 

1,503 

New  Jersey 

70 

5 

75 

1,815 

54.0 

980 

Pen  n  sy  I  va  n  ia 

2,336 

496 

2,832 

53,808 

36.0 

19,371 

Ohio 

2,646 

540 

3,186 

59  260 

44.4 

26  311 

India  na 

4,796 

644 

5,440 

94  656 

36.0 

34  076 

Illinois 

591 

2 

593 

12  216 

43.0 

5  253 

Michigan  

1,088 

0 

1,088 

26,112 

39.0 

10,184 

4,209 

20 

4,229 

81,620 

36.0 

29,383 

15,936 

7,387 

23,323 

387  162 

39.0 

10  184 

7,430 

76 

7,506 

150  120 

410 

61  549 

-  3 

10,295 

1  Q  7  A  A  A 

■3X.U 

D  1  ,  £  1  D 

1,040 

178 

1,218 

jjj 

/inn 

Q  n  1  "3 

C/~\i  i  +  h  al/nta 

586 

570 

1,156 

O O  AD  n 

/ion 

Q  97/1 

841 

17 

858 

18,876 

42.0 

7,928 

200 

1 

201 

3,779 

43.0 

1,625 

210 

8 

218 

1,331 

44 

1 

45 

/OO 

JJ.O 

07Q 

4,199 

1,011 

5,210 

8 5  965 

37  0 

31  807 

415 

965 

1,380 

OQ  Q 

A  "37/1 

11,478 

1,600 

13,078 

226  249 

38  1 

86  201 

2,200 

100 

2,300 

CO  CCA 
jo,OjU 

1 7  302 

1,900 

36 

1,936 

36,784 

32.0 

11,771 

Konti  irl/(( 

5 

1 

6 

120 

38.0 

46 

Ton  npwp 

12 

5 

17 

323 

34.0 

110 

A  laha  m  a 

5 

24 

29 

479 

31.2 

149 

[VI i i  *;<;i  n  n i 

0 

0 

0 

Arka  nsas  3 

7,707 

141,809 

33.5 

47,506 

Louisiana  

2 

0 

2 

40 

35.0 

14 

1 ,975 

8,791 

90 

8,881 

177,620 

39.7 

70,515 

Colorado   

3,547 

6 

3,553 

73,192 

43.0 

31,473 

4,061 

0 

4,061 

91,473 

43.0 

39,290 

450 

1 

451 

8,885 

50.0 

4,443 

1,231 

20,435 

44.5 

9,094 

California  

15,898 

1,650 

17,548 

322,883 

38.4 

123,987 

Other  States4  

29 

14 

43 

803 

44.6 

358 

United  States  

115,809 

16,344 

132,153 

2,445,260 

38.2 

933,541 

1  Based  on  turkeys  hatched  September  1,  1972  to  August  31,  3  Breakdown  by  breeds  combined  to  avoid  disclosing  individual 
1973.  Excludes  young  turkeys  lost.  2  Includes  home  operations.  4  Florida,  Montana,  Idaho,  Wyoming,  New  Mexico 
consumption,  which  is  less  than  1  percent  of  total  production.       and  Arizona  combined  to  avoid  disclosing  individual  operations. 
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Table  11.— Prices  and  Price  Spreads  for  Eggs  and  Frying  Chickens,  for  Selected  cities,  and  Averages  for  10  cities 


Grade  A  Large  Eggs 

U.S.  Grade 

A,  Fryers 

Item 

Dec.  1973 

Jan.  1974 

Feb.  1974 

Mar.  1974 

Dec.  1973 

Jan. 1974 

Feb.  1974 

Mar.  1974 

Cents  per  dozen 

Cents  per  pound 

10  City-Average 
Prices 

61.6 
76.8 
88.8 

65.3 
79.3 
92.8 

67.4 
81.2 
94.7 

57.5 
71.4 

27.0 
40.1 
55.2 

32.1 
44.2 
60.4 

31.8 
45.6 
60.3 

30.6 
42.0 

Price  spreads 
Retail   

27.2 
15.2 
12.0 

27.5 
14.0 
13.5 

27.3 
13.8 
13.5 

13.9 

28.2 
13.1 
15.2 

28.3 
12.1 
16.2 

28.5 
13.8 
14.7 

11.4 

New  York  prices 

61.8 
75.8 
98 .3 

65.1 
78.7 
101.9 

66.4 
78.8 
103.3 

56.8 
69.8 

26.9 
39.0 
57.0 

32.9 
42.0 
64.2 

32.3 
39.0 
63.8 

30.3 
40.0 

Price  spreads 
Retail   

36.5 
14.0 
22.5 

36.8 
13.6 
23.2 

36.9 
12.4 
24.5 

13.0 

30.1 
12.1 
18.0 

31.3 
9.1 

22.2 

31.5 
6.7 
24.8 

9.7 

Boston  prices 
Retail  price  

60.5 
73.5 
90.1 

64.9 
77.5 
95.0 

70.4 
83.5 
102.9 

56.9 
70.5 

27.2 
39.0 
60.0 

34.1 
42.2 
64.1 

32.3 
43.8 
64.2 

30.3 
39.2 

Price  spreads 
Farm  to  consumer  

29.6 
13.0 
16.6 

30.1 
12.6 
17.5 

32.5 
13.1 
19.4 

13.6 

32.8 
11.8 
21.0 

30.0 
8.1 
21.9 

31.9 
11.5 
20.4 

8.9 

Chicago  prices 

60.0 
75.5 
88.8 

61.5 
78.8 
95.3 

63.0 
80.0 
96.5 

53.9 
68.5 

26.0 
37.5 
55.9 

32.3 
44.0 
59.3 

30.8 
44.5 
61.8 

28.9 
42.0 

Price  spreads 
Farm  to  consumer  

Retail   •  

28.8 
15.5 
13.3 

33.8 
17.3 
16.5 

33.5 
17.0 
16.5 

15.6 

29.9 
11.5 
18.4 

27.0 
11.7 
15.3 

31.0 
13.7 
17.3 

13.1 

St.  Louis  prices 

63.9 
76.5 
87.7 

66.7 
80.0 
90.5 

66.8 
82.0 
92.3 

57.8 
72.0 

26.7 
40.0 
55.0 

33.1 
44.8 
59.5 

31.2 
48.5 
61.8 

30.3 
44.0 

Price  spreads 

Retail   

23.8 
12.6 
112 

23.8 
13.3 
10.5 

25.5 
15.2 
10.3 

14.2 

28.3 
13.3 
15.0 

26.4 
1 1.7 
14.7 

30.6 
17.3 
13.3 

13.7 

San  Fran.  Prices 

Price  to  retailer  

Retail  price  

28.9 
46.5 
59.8 

32.3 
50.5 
62.1 

31.2 
52.0 
65.7 

34.0 
48.5 

Price  spreads 
Retail   

30.9 
17.6 
13.3 

29.8 
18.2 
11.6 

34.5 
20.8 
13.7 

14.5 

Atlantic  prices 

61.0 
75.8 
88.1 

65.0 
77.5 
89.9 

66.0 
79.5 
94.7 

56.6 
70.5 

25.8 
50.3 

31.9 
43.8 
58.0 

31.0 
42.3 
55.4 

29.0 
40.3 

Price  spreads 
Farm  to  retailer  

27.1 
14.8 
12.3 

24.9 
12.5 
12.4 

28.7 
13.5 
15.2 

14.0 

24.5 

26.1 
11.9 
14.2 

24.4 
11.3 
13.1 

11.3 
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Table  12.— Selected  poultry  and  egg  statistics* 


Item 

Data  in  — 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Annual 

Tables  1,  5-6.— Number  of  layers  on  farms,  rate 

of  egg  production 

,  and  tota 

egg  output  on  farms,  50  States 

Average  for  the  month 

Number  of  layers  on  farms 

1972   

Mil. 

321 

318 

314 

308 

303 

300 

299 

300 

300 

302 

302 

301 

306 

1973   

do. 

300 

298 

297 

295 

290 

286 

283 

286 

290 

293 

295 

296 

292 

1974   

do. 

295 

294 

292 

Eggs  laid  per  100  layers 

1972   

No. 

1,896 

1,799 

1,962 

1.916 

1 ,975 

1.900 

1.944 

1,920 

1.837 

1 .887 

1 ,826 

1 ,890 

228 

1973   

do. 

1,901 

1,742 

1,954 

1.915 

1 ,991 

1,908 

1,941 

1,908 

1,836 

1 ,899 

1 ,846 

1.916 

228 

1974   

do. 

1,916 

1,755 

1,973 

Total  monthly  egg  production 

1972   

Mil.  cs. 

16.9 

15.9 

17.1 

16.4 

16.6 

15.8 

16.2 

16.0 

15.3 

15.8 

15.3 

15.8 

193.2 

1973   

Mil.  cs. 

15.8 

14.4 

16.1 

15.7 

1  6.0 

15.1 

15.3 

15.2 

14.8 

15.4 

15.1 

15.8 

184.8 

1974   

Mil.  cs. 

15.7 

14.3 

16.0 

First  of  month 

Number  of  layers  on  farms 

1972   

Mil. 

321 

320 

315 

312 

304 

301 

299 

300 

300 

301 

302 

302 

1973   

do. 

301 

300 

297 

298 

292 

288 

283 

283 

289 

291 

294 

294 

1974   :  

do. 

295 

295 

293 

291 

Eggs  laid  per  100  layers 

1972   

No. 

60.7 

61.5 

62.6 

63.9 

63.8 

63.6 

63.1 

62.4 

61.4 

61 .1 

60.7 

62.8 

1973   

do. 

60.8 

61.8 

62.7 

63.4 

64.2 

64.1 

63.0 

62.2 

60.9 

61 .5 

61 .0 

61 .9 

do. 

61.6 

62.0 

63.3 

64.1 

Daily  rate  of  egg  production 

1972   

Mil. 

195 

197 

197 

190 

194 

191 

188 

187 

184 

184 

183 

190 

1973   

Mil. 

183 

185 

186 

189 

188 

185 

178 

176 

176 

179 

179 

182 

Mil. 

182 

183 

186 

187 

Tables  7-9.- 

=  actors  in  monthly  supply  of  shell  eggs,  50  States 

Eggs  produced  on  farms 

1972   

1 ,000  cs. 

16.889 

15.881 

17,094 

16,403 

16.603 

15,831 

16,172 

15,997 

15.331 

15,811 

15.325 

15,822 

193.159 

1973   

1 .000  cs. 

15,850 

14.433 

16,131 

15,692 

16.047 

15,142 

15,278 

15,161 

14,781 

1 5,439 

1 5.1 42 

1 5,750 

184,846 

1974   

1 ,000  cs. 

15,697 

14,331 

16.011 

Storage  movement  of  shell  eggs 

1972   

1 ,000  cs. 

-21 

10 

36 

16 

90 

38 

5 

-34 

47 

/  4 

-88 

-44 

-19 

1973   

1 ,000  cs. 

76 

-30 

10 

■ON 

4 

31 

-21 

!4 

25 

-18 

-5 

-33 

-7 

1974   

1 ,000  cs. 

-1 1 

19 

31 

Eggs  broken  commercially 

1972   

1.000  cs. 

1,665 

1,693 

1.802 

1,805 

2,1 18 

2,298 

1,906 

1,995 

1.552 

1 ,643 

1 ,414 

1 ,041 

20,932 

1973   

1 .000  cs. 

1,143 

1,280 

1.456 

1.406 

1.699 

1,862 

1,678 

1,665 

1.596 

1 ,805 

1 ,450 

1 ,201 

18,241 

1974   

1,000  cs 

1.435 

1,502 

Eggs  used  for  hatching 

1972   

1,000  cs. 

1,094 

1,214 

1.220 

1.248 

1,157 

1,096 

1,089 

969 

1,002 

997 

1 .031 

1,058 

1 3,1 75 

1973   

1 ,000  cs. 

997 

1,193 

1,207 

1,242 

1,151 

1.503 

1,100 

1,017 

1,039 

1 ,035 

1 ,065 

1 ,100 

1 3,199 

1974   

1,000  cs. 

1,027 

1.202 

Balance 

1972   

1.000  cs 

14.151 

1  2,964 

14.036 

13  334 

13.238 

12.399 

13,172 

13.067 

12,730 

13.245 

12,968 

13,767 

159.071 

1973   

1,000  cs. 

13.634 

11,990 

1  3,458 

13,104 

13,193 

12.196 

12,521 

12,465 

12,121 

13,617 

12,632 

1 3,482 

153.413 

1974   

1,000  cs. 

13,246 

11,608 

Tables  13-14.— Commercial 

production  of  poultry  and  red  meat,  48  States 

Chicken  and  turkey  meat. 

Ready-to-cook  weight1 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

799 

,'54 

821 

754 

381 

961 

013 

1,1 13 

08  1 

1 ,091 

977 

833 

10,883 

1973   *  

Mil.  lb. 

855 

721 

78  1 

725 

B86 

949 

020 

1,070 

910 

1 ,1 20 

999 

859 

10,795 

1974   

Mil.  lb. 

933 

766 

Total  red  meat,  carcass  weight2 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

2,984 

2.870 

3.279 

2.931 

3,175 

3.077 

2,664 

3.157 

3.031 

3,301 

3,194 

2.973 

36,636 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

3,176 

2,721 

2.976 

2,576 

3.040 

2.797 

2,651 

2,701 

2.633 

3,223 

3,076 

2,895 

34,465 

1974   

Mil.  lb. 

3,254 

2,659 

Table  25. 

—Chicken 

certified 

as  wholesome  in  Federally  inspected  plants,  ready-to-cook  weight 

Young 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

616.1 

596.1 

652.7 

623.7 

715.4 

713.1 

636.6 

738.6 

636.1 

694 .8 

618.1 

582.2 

7,823.4 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

662.1 

566.2 

621.4 

594.4 

712.1 

680.0 

673.6 

703.5 

609.5 

733.5 

64 1 .7 

588.2 

7,786.1 

1974   

Mil.  lb. 

713.9 

601.2 

Mature 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

49.2 

47.9 

47.2 

45.7 

41.7 

44.5 

33.4 

42.6 

38.4 

44.4 

43.9 

38.8 

517.9 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

46.7 

47.5 

47.0 

46.8 

45.3 

48.2 

39.1 

34.7 

38.7 

47.8 

40.9 

38.7 

521.5 

1974   

Mil.  lb. 

49.2 

44.6 

•See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 
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Table  12  — Selected  poultry  and  egg  statistics* -Continued 


Item 

Data  in— 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Annu.il 

Table  25. -Chicken  certified  as  wholesome  in  Federally  inspected  plants,  ready-to-cook  weight-Continued 

Total 

1972   

MM.  lb. 

665.3 

644.0 

699.9 

669.4 

757.1 

757  6 

670.0 

781.1 

674.4 

739.2 

662.1 

621.1 

8,341.2 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

708.8 

613.7 

668.4 

641.2 

757.4 

728.2 

712.8 

738.2 

648.1 

781.3 

682.6 

626.9 

8,307.6 

1974   

Mil.  lb. 

762.3 

645  B 

Table  26. -Turkey  certified 

as  wholesome  in  Federally  inspected  plants,  ready-to-cook  weight 

Fryer-roasters 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

6.8 

8.4 

9.1 

6.7 

7.4 

8.0 

6.3 

6.9 

6.8 

7.1 

9.4 

7.5 

90.4 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

6.7 

7.6 

9.4 

7.4 

6.3 

8.2 

7.5 

6.8 

6.6 

8.0 

8.8 

7.8 

91.2 

1973   

Mil  It). 

8.9 

9.1 

Young  turkeys 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

50.3 

36.2 

35.7 

36.8 

65.4 

135.8 

177.4 

246.1 

234.3 

275.3 

251.6 

144.8 

1.689  6 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

87.3 

49.4 

35.1 

47.4 

75.3 

129.4 

173.5 

225.9 

204.5 

264.1 

260.8 

166.5 

1.677.5 

1974   

Mil.  lb. 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

.6 

.5 

.9 

.8 

1.7 

5.2 

3.2 

1.7 

.7 

.3 

.3 

.4 

16.4 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

1.0 

.8 

.9 

1.0 

2.7 

5.3 

4.0 

1.5 

1.2 

.5 

.2 

.3 

19.3 

1974   

Mil.  lb. 

1.1 

1.3 

Total  turkeys 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

57.6 

45.2 

45.8 

44.3 

74.6 

149.0 

186.9 

254.6 

241.7 

282.7 

261 .3 

152.7 

1.796.5 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

69.7 

41.6 

45.3 

55.8 

84.2 

142.9 

185.0 

234.1 

212.3 

272.6 

269.9 

174.6 

1.787.9 

1974   

Mil.  lb. 

97.3 

59.8 

Table  27.— Ducks,  other  poultry,  and  total  poultry  certified  as  wholesome  in  Federally  inspected  plants,  ready-to-cook  weight 

Ducks 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

2.1 

2.0 

2.4 

4.3 

5.7 

6.2 

5.2 

5.8 

4.9 

4.9 

4.4 

3.2 

50.9 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

2.6 

2.2 

2.7 

4.1 

5.7 

5.5 

5.3 

5.0 

4.1 

4  8 

4.0 

3.2 

49.2 

1974   

Mil.  lb. 

3.0 

2.3 

Other  poultry 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

.1 

.1 

1 

.1 

.2 

2 

2 

.3 

.3 

17 

2.2 

.3 

6.0 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

.2 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.2 

.2 

.2 

.1 

1.1 

2.0 

.2 

4.6 

1974   

Mil.  lb. 

.1 

.1 

Total  poultry 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

725.1 

691.3 

748.3 

718.2 

837.6 

913.1 

862.3 

1.041.8 

921.3 

1.028.4 

930  0 

777.3 

10,194.6 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

781.2 

657.6 

716.6 

701.2 

847.5 

876.8 

903.2 

977  5 

864.6 

1.059.8 

958.4 

804.9 

10,149.3 

1974   

Mil.  lb. 

862.8 

708.0 

Table  28.— Chicken  and  turkey  inspected  for  canning  and  other  processed  foods  in  Federally  inspected  plants,  ready-to-cook  weight 

Chicken 

Young 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

34.0 

35.8 

38.2 

34.0 

37.1 

37.5 

33.0 

38.6 

35.7 

39.5 

36.5 

37.1 

437.0 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

40.1 

34.7 

37.9 

40.0 

40.6 

38.6 

37.8 

43.2 

40.4 

48.7 

44.6 

38.8 

485.3 

1974   

Mil.  lb. 

45.1 

41.7 

Mature 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

37.5 

41.3 

46.4 

43.3 

46.4 

41.6 

31.7 

38.0 

32.0 

36.1 

36.9 

34.6 

465.7 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

42.6 

40  0 

48.0 

43.2 

45.4 

41.6 

36.9 

38.0 

36.4 

41.1 

35.0 

33.1 

481.3 

1974   

Mil.  lb. 

45.8 

40.4 

Total 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

71.5 

77.1 

84.6 

77.3 

83.5 

79.1 

64.7 

766 

67.6 

75.6 

73.4 

71.7 

902.7 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

82.8 

74.7 

85.9 

83.2 

86.0 

80.2 

74.7 

81.2 

76.8 

89.7 

79.6 

71.9 

966.6 

1974   

Mil.  lb. 

90.9 

82.1 

Turkey 

1972   

Mil.  lb. 

33.6 

35.9 

39.5 

34  7 

38.7 

57.5 

62.9 

72.4 

67.8 

79.6 

69.0 

47.6 

639.1 

1973   

Mil.  lb. 

43.2 

40.1 

48.3 

38.4 

43.1 

53.9 

67.4 

89.3 

83.6 

116.9 

100.9 

65.8 

790.8 

1974   

Mil.  lb. 

46.2 

34.2 

Table  32.— Per  capita  consumption  of  shell  eggs 

Shell  equivalent: 

1972   

No. 

24.5 

22.3 

24.2 

22.9 

22.7 

21.1 

22.6 

22.2 

21.6 

22.2 

21.7 

23.6 

271.6 

1973   

do. 

23.4 

20.5 

23.0 

22.4 

22.5 

20.8 

21.4 

21.3 

20.7 

21.4 

21.5 

do. 

Tables  34-41.— Egg  prices:  Monthly  average  price  per  dozen  for  shell  eggs 

United  States,  received  by  farmers3 

1972   

Cents 

30.0 

29.2 

31.9 

27.8 

27.4 

27.7 

30.6 

29.9 

33.9 

30.9 

37.0 

43.2 

31.6 

1973   

do. 

49.5 

42.5 

47.2 

46.9 

45.0 

50.6 

51.3 

69.4 

64.2 

59.6 

59.3 

63.8 

54.1 

1974   

do. 

66.6 

64.1 

56.6 

Grade  A  large  eggs  in  retail  stores 

in  urban  areas 

1972   

do. 

52.6 

49.4 

52.3 

50.0 

49.5 

45.8 

49.6 

51.1 

55.5 

55.7 

55.3 

62.3 

52.4 

1973   

do. 

73.9 

68.8 

66.4 

67.7 

67.7 

71.5 

73.8 

96.8 

91.9 

87.4 

82.5 

89.1 

78.1 

1974   

do. 

93.0 

94.5 

85.6 

•See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


PES  281.  APRIL  1974  23 


Table  12.  — Selected  poultry  and  egg  statistics*— Continued 


Item 

Data  in  — 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May. 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Annua! 

Tables  34-41.— Monthly  average  price  per  dozen  shell  eggs— Continued 

Georgia,  prices  received  by 

producers 

Grade  A,  large 

1 97  2 

Cents 

24  1 2 

23 

27  73 

22  30 

21  01 

22  61 

26  69 

26  98 

30  88 

25  93 

34  00 

42  74 

27  40 

1 973 

do. 

46.63 

37.34 

42.65 

42.29 

40.52 

48  34 

54  98 

68.20 

60  86 

55  07 

57  41 

63  28 

51  46 

1 974 

do 

65  72 

60  75 

52  92 

orade  A,  medium 

1 972 

do 

20  20 

1  g 

23  71 

18  34 

1 4  67 

1 6  45 

2 1  05 

18  83 

24  55 

21  45 

30  74 

40  84 

22  54 

1973 

do 

43.90 

32.88 

38.83 

38  31 

36  78 

42  50 

46  81 

62  08 

52  33 

50  40 

53  33 

60  99 

46  47 

1974 

do 

62  86 

54  62 

46  82 

lowa^received  ^ f^J™^  incentlve 

uTge  Ua       an    V°  inCent'Ve 

1 972 

do. 

22.29 

21 .26 

25.41 

20.28 

1 9.60 

20.41 

24.44 

24.37 

28.82 

25.22 

31 .38 

40.05 

25.29 

1973 

do. 

43.52 

34.75 

40.78 

40.40 

39.14 

46.37 

52.94 

67.1 3 

59.71 

54.23 

55.69 

61 .01 

49.64 

1 974 

do 

63  1 6 

58  33 

50  90 

IVIed  iu  m 

1 972 

do 

1 6  92 

1 5  82 

20  53 

1 6  04 

1 4 

1 4  5Q 

1 6  95 

15  73 

20  85 

1 9  25 

26  85 

36  03 

19  50 

1 973 

do. 

40  44 

29  94 

34  25 

34  23 

33  42 

38  94 

44.46 

58  58 

48.42 

46  00 

48.62 

56.74 

43  04 

1 974 

o. 

57  99 

5 1  32 

43  98 

Los  Angeles,  delivered  to  retailers 

Large 

do. 

39.02 

37.45 

42.46 

36.50 

38.95 

38.77 

43.60 

42.20 

50.00 

44.25 

48.69 

59.92 

43.48 

1973   

do. 

65.79 

60.60 

62.91 

59.45 

55.73 

56.55 

61 .1  7 

81 .37 

76.1 3 

69.50 

69.20 

72.83 

65.94 

1 974   

do. 

75.73 

7 1 .34 

61 .24 

Medium 

1972   

do. 

37.74 

34.75 

39.1 5 

33.50 

36.77 

35.77 

38.60 

34.37 

43.15 

41 .00 

46.55 

58.60 

40.00 

1973   

do. 

63.88 

57.60 

59.91 

56.45 

52.73 

53.26 

57.31 

77.76 

69.55 

63.07 

63.40 

70.56 

62.17 

1974   

do. 

73.73 

67.08 

57.19 

New  York,  wholesale  prices,  white 

Large,  75  percent  A 

1 972 

Cents 

30.55 

30.1 0 

35 .0 1 

29 .99 

28 .47 

30.99 

34.79 

35.26 

38 .7 1 

33.54 

42.86 

52.05 

35. 1 9 

do. 

54.29 

50.89 

50 .25 

48.94 

56.46 

64.70 

76.26 

68.28 

63.07 

66.92 

71 .78 

59.75 

^   

do. 

74.00 

68  29 

60  20 

Medium 

do. 

26.65 

26.24 

32.02 

27 .09 

23. 1 5 

25.7 1 

30. 1 6 

27 .55 

33.22 

28.46 

40.86 

48.55 

30.80 

1 973 

52  40 

41  40 

47  44 

46  45 

45  68 

50  93 

57  48 

71  39 

60  89 

59  39 

63  24 

70  50 

55  60 

1 974 

do 

72.00 

62  42 

55  67 

Chicago,  weighted  average  prices. 

delivered  white,  80  percent  A 

Large 

1972   

do. 

30.00 

28.75 

32.80 

29.50 

28.00 

29.44 

33.00 

32.67 

37.28 

34.44 

40.17 

'49.78 

33.82 

1973   

do. 

52.55 

43.12 

49.94 

50.00 

48.56 

56.19 

65.00 

75.56 

68.94 

63.22 

66.44 

71.31 

59.46 

1974   

do. 

76.50 

71.25 

63.50 

Med  i  u  m 

1972 

do. 

25.25 

24.31 

28.25 

24.88 

23.33 

23.83 

26.19 

25.44 

29.89 

29.50 

34.83 

46.75 

28.54 

1 973 

do. 

49.22 

39.38 

45.75 

45.75 

46.30 

51.81 

57.88 

69.56 

59.12 

57  89 

61  66 

67  69 

54.1 2 

1 974 

do. 

74.10 

64.38 

58.00 

Table  42.- 

Egg  prices:  Monthly  average 

price  per  pound  for  frozen  egg  products 

New  York  and  Philadelphia 

Frozen  egg 

Whole  egg,  light  colored 

Cents 

22.52 

21.74 

21.57 

21.20 

21.50 

21.38 

21.27 

21.14 

21.54 

21 . 72 

2115 

do. 

31.31 

30.86 

34.70 

35.57 

37.05 

44.69 

47.06 

60.09 

54.40 

46.53 

41 .98 

44. 

42.39 

do. 

47.20 

50.23 

45.90 

White 

1972   

do. 

11.12 

10.47 

10.50 

10.11 

10.44 

10.61 

10.41 

10.75 

10.97 

11.28 

12.09 

14.61 

11.11 

1973   

-  do. 

17.85 

17.38 

17.54 

17.91 

18.64 

23.27 

25.44 

33.50 

27.47 

21.34 

17.68 

16.12 

21.18 

1974   

do. 

16.53 

17.38 

16.50 

Yolks,  light  colored,  sugared. 

43  percent  solids 

1972   

do. 

38.52 

37.68 

37.76 

36.91 

37.25 

37.02 

36.98 

36.74 

37.08 

37.43 

38.58 

38.58 

37.52 

1973   

do. 

48.76 

48.52 

55.03 

56.40 

59.11 

71.03 

75.43 

92.92 

90.32 

88.31 

83.64 

85.88 

71 .28 

1974   

do. 

87.09 

89.51 

84.42 

Tables  44-47.- 

-Average  broiler  prices  per  pound 

Liveweight 

United  States,  at  farm 

1972   

Cents 

13.5 

14  ■! 

14.3 

12.9 

13.6 

14.4 

15.5 

14.6 

15.4 

14.6 

13.9 

14.0 

14.3 

1973   

do. 

17.2 

19.4 

23.3 

25.5 

23.8 

24.5 

26.4 

37.8 

30.3 

24.3 

19.4 

19.3 

24.3 

1974   

do. 

20.9 

23.7 

22.5 

'See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 
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Table  12. -Selected  poultry  and  egg  statistics"-Continued 


Data  in  

Feb. 

July 

Sept 

Oct. 

Dec. 

Annual 

Tables  44  47.— Average  broiler  prices  per  pound 

-Continued 

Ready -to -cook 

9-city  weighted  average 

™7_l  

Cents 

27.08 

28.09 

28.12 

25.71 

27.11 

28.64 

29.70 

29.16 

30  1 1 

28  20 

27  62 

28  1  7 

28  14 

do 

32.76 

37.28 

41.13 

43.58 

41.57 

41.69 

49.05 

60.30 

48  36 

40  01 

34  45 

36  1 2 

42  17 

do 

39.69 

39.41 

38.77 

Broilers  delivered  trucklots 

(U  S  and  plant  Grade  A) 

Chicago 

26.7 

28.0 

27.8 

25.6 

26.7 

28.2 

29.8 

28.4 

29.6 

28. 1 

£  1 .  j 

28  2 

27  9 

1 973 

32.5 

36.0 

40.9 

44.2 

41.0 

41.3 

47.1 

60.0 

48.1 

39  9 

34  8 

36  6 

41  9 

1 974 

do 

39.3 

39.8 

38.5 

New  York 

do. 

26  3 

27.7 

27.7 

25.8 

27.0 

28.6 

30.1 

28.8 

30.4 

28.2 

27.6 

27.7 

28 .0 

1 973 

do 

32.3 

37.6 

40.8 

44.3 

41.0 

42.0 

48.2 

59.9 

48  4 

40  1 

33  8 

35  3 

42  0 

1 974 

do 

38.5 

38.5 

37.6 

Los  Angeles 

1972 

do 

28.3 

29.1 

29.3 

26.8 

27.7 

29.1 

30.8 

29.4 

30  4 

28  9 

28  1 

29  3 

28  9 

!U   

do. 

34.2 

37.5 

42.8 

45.0 

42.1 

41.5 

47.4 

60.2 

48.6 

39.8 

35. 7 

JO.U 

42  7 

do. 

41.2 

41.5 

40.5 

Frying  chicken  in  retail  stores 

in  urban  areas'*  ^ 

do.* 

40.6 

41.6 

41.9 

40.9 

40.5 

40.6 

42.1 

41.4 

42.5 

42. 1 

41.1 

41 .2 

41.4 

do. 

45.9 

59.9 

58.7 

58.4 

57.9 

59.7 

92.2 

72.8 

58.3 

54.5 

53.2 

59.6 

do 

59.2 

58.7 

57.5 

Chicken  breasts,  in  retail 

urban  areas'^  ^ 

1972 

do 

75.4 

76.8 

77.1 

76.5 

76.7 

77.0 

77.9 

78.3 

78.3 

- 

79.3 

78  4 

78  0 

77  5 

1973   

do. 

80.5 

84.4 

100.2 

100.0 

99.6 

100.2 

101.5 

139.6 

115.8 

102.8 

99.7 

97.8 

101.8 

1974   

do. 

100.1 

100.4 

99.9 

Tables  50  54. 

-Average  turkey  prices  per  pound 

Live  weight 

U.S.,  at  farm  at  mid-month 

1972 

Cents 

22.7 

22  3 

22  0 

21.8 

21  6 

21.3 

21.4 

21.8 

217 

21  9 

23  1 

24  0 

22  1 

1 973 

do 

24.0 

24.3 

28.4 

31.0 

31.1 

33.1 

33.8 

40.0 

417 

42  3 

41  7 

40  7 

34  3 

1 974 

do 

35.4 

32.3 

32.0 

Ready -to -cook  weight 

4  9 

in  retail  stores  m  urban  areas 

Turke  ys 

1972 

do 

54.7 

55.5 

56.2 

55.8 

54.8 

55.1 

55.2 

55.1 

54  6 

55  1 

55  7 

55  3 

55  3 

1973 

do 

56.4 

57.2 

59.0 

64.6 

68.2 

71.6 

72.9 

79.6 

OD.J 

90  5 

0.)  ' 

OO.  ** 

73  5 

1 974 

do. 

85.4 

80.4 

79.6 

t'      h  ° 

Toms,  heaviest  weights  c)uoted 

1 972 

do 

43.8 

43.6 

34.1 

43.4 

42.6 

42.1 

40.3 

39.1 

38  5 

38  9 

■ ' 

42  1 

40  8 

1973 

do. 

45.1 

48.6 

56.0 

56.2 

60.6 

67.8 

69.4 

81.1 

86.0 

84 .2 

80.2 

71 .2 

67.2 

1974 

do 

60.7 

54.2 

51.9 

Young  toms,  14-20  pounds 

1972 

do. 

36.0 

34.8 

34.1 

34.2 

33.8 

33.7 

33.2 

32.8 

33. 1 

35.6 

39.9 

41.6 

35.2 

1  on 

do. 

42.0 

42.5 

49.6 

50.4 

53.8 

55.6 

55.8 

70.9 

72.6 

63.8 

60.8 

60.2 

56.5 

1974 

do. 

48  2 

48.0 

46.7 

Young  hens  8-16  pounds 

1972 

do. 

38.0 

36.4 

35.9 

35.3 

34.8 

34.6 

34.9 

35.3 

35.5 

36.3 

39.7 

40.6 

36.4 

do. 

41 .4 

41.6 

54.1 

55.0 

56.5 

55.9 

56.6 

74.0 

75.0 

71.1 

66.2 

58.2 

58.8 

1 974 

do. 

48.6 

51.3 

50.7 

Hens,  12_14  pounds 

do. 

40.6 

38.6 

35.9 

37.4 

37.0 

37.0 

36.9 

37.2 

37.8 

38.5 

41 .9 

43.5 

38.5 

do. 

43.0 

44.1 

55.9 

57.2 

59.4 

58.8 

59.8 

76.0 

79.0 

74.4 

71 ,3 

68.0 

62.2 

1 974 

do. 

58.6 

55.4 

55.7 

Chicago,  wholesale,  frozen 

Toms,  heaviest  weights  Quoted 

1972 

41 .5 

41.5 

41.5 

41.5 

41.5 

41.5 

40.3 

39  0 

39.0 

39.2 

40.8 

41 .8 

40.8 

1 973 

do. 

438 

47.4 

53.4 

54.4 

58.7 

65.5 

66.8 

79.8 

75.7 

60.6 

1974 

do 

63.2 

57.9 

54.9 

Hens  12-14  pounds 

1972 

do 

40.4 

38.6 

37.8 

37.8 

37.8 

37.8 

37.8 

37.8 

37 .8 

38 .4 

40.8 

43.5 

38.9 

I  1973   

do. 

43.5 

43.3 

53.2 

55.7 

57.7 

58.6 

58.8 

73.4 

77.2 

74.2 

70.4 

64.5 

60.9 

*  1974   

do. 

51.1 

51.8 

52.1 

Tables  57-60.— Prices  paid  for  poults,  poultry  feed,  and  feed  ingredients;  and  product-feed  price  ratios 

All  poults  each 
1972 
1973 
1974 

Cents 
do. 

57.0 
54.5 

57.3 
56.3 

57.6 
57.3 
67.0 

57.8 
57.8 

57.8 
58.4 

58.0 
60.2 

58.0 
60.8 

57.1 
64  1 

55.3 
64.7 

55.0 
67.8 

53.9 
65.0 

55.1 
64.0 

56.7 
60.9 

•See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 
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Table  12.— Selected  poultry  and  egg  statistics*— Continued 


Item 

Data  in  — 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Annual 

Tables  57-60.— Price  paid  for  poults,  poultry  feed,  and  feed  ingredients;  and  product-feed  price  ratios— Continued 


Feed  per  ton 

Laying  feed 

1972   

Dollars 

84.0 

84.0 

84.0 

85.0 

85.0 

86.0 

87.0 

87.0 

88.0 

90.0 

92.0 

102.0 

87.8 

1973 

do. 

1 1 1 .0 

1 17.0 

122.0 

1 18.0 

131.0 

1 57.0 

147.0 

1 65.0 

148.0 

144.0 

1 38.0 

150.0 

137.3 

1974 

do. 

152.0 

153  0 

1 51 .0 

Broiler  grower  feed 

1972  . . 

do. 

96.0 

94.0 

95.0 

96.0 

96.0 

96.0 

96.0 

98.0 

98.0 

100.0 

102.0 

112.0 

98.2 

1973   

do. 

120.0 

128.0 

133.0 

130.0 

146.0 

168.0 

163.0 

182.0 

169.0 

163.0 

155.0 

165.0 

151 .8 

1974   

do. 

170.0 

169.0 

165.0 

Turkey  grower  feed 

1972   

do. 

93.0 

93.0 

93.0 

95.0 

95.0 

95.0 

97.0 

98.0 

100.0 

101 .0 

102.0 

110.0 

97.7 

1973   

do. 

121.0 

131.0 

137.0 

133.0 

152.0 

179.0 

177.0 

193.0 

176.0 

170.0 

158.0 

167.0 

157.8 

1974   

do. 

172.0 

172.0 

168.0 

Corn,  Chicago  No.  2  yellow 

(per  bushel) 

1972   

Cents 

121.8 

121  1 

122.3 

126.1 

128.7 

125.2 

129.0 

129.1 

139.3 

133.6 

132.7 

156.4 

130.4 

1973   

do. 

157.3 

160.3 

158.7 

164.5 

200.6 

242.7 

252.8 

297.3 

246.2 

233.4 

255.6 

268.2 

219.8 

1974   

do. 

293.3 

310.2 

300.8 

Soybean  meal,  44  percent, 

Decatur  (per  ton,  bulk) 

1972   

Dollars 

82.60 

84.80 

90.90 

94.50 

95.30 

95.00 

101.40 

101.00 

107.75 

109.00 

123.20 

174.00 

104.95 

1 973 

do. 

188.40 

218.75 

199.90 

203.25 

314.60 

412.50 

311.20 

285.00 

208.10 

159.60 

167.00 

192.00 

238  36 

do. 

1  72.00 

160.00 

147.10 

Product-feed  price 

ratios 

Broiler10 

1972   

Pounds 

2.8 

3.1 

3.0 

2.7 

2,8 

3.0 

3  2 

3  0 

3.1 

2.9 

2.7 

2.5 

2.9 

1973   

do. 

2.9 

3.0 

3.5 

3  9 

3.3 

2.9 

3  2 

4.2 

3.6 

3.0 

2.5 

2.3 

3.2 

1974   

do. 

2.5 

2,8 

2.7 

Turkey1 1 

1972  . . 

do. 

4.9 

4.8 

4.7 

4.6 

4  5 

4.5 

4  4 

4.4 

4.3 

4.3 

4.5 

4.4 

4.5 

1973 

do. 

4.0 

3.7 

4.1 

4.7 

4.1 

3.7 

3.8 

4.1 

4.7 

5.0 

5.3 

4.9 

4.3 

1974 

do. 

4.1 

3.8 

3.8 

Egg1  2 

1972 

do. 

7.1 

7.0 

7.6 

6.5 

6.4 

6.4 

7.0 

6.9 

77 

6.9 

8.0 

8.5 

7.2 

1973 

do. 

8.9 

7.3 

7.7 

7.9 

6.9 

6.4 

7.0 

8  4 

8  7 

8.3 

8.6 

8.5 

7.9 

1 974 

do. 

8.8 

8.4 

7.5 

Tables  61-62. 

-Chicks  hatched  by  types  and  pultet 

chicks  placed 

Chicks  hatched 

Broiler-type 

1972 

Mil. 

273.9 

269.4 

297.3 

293.9 

303.0 

286.2 

273.1 

272.2 

239.7 

247.0 

251 .2 

260.7 

3,267.5 

1973 

Mil. 

261.7 

241.9 

287.4 

289.4 

298.0 

282.7 

258.4 

270.4 

246.3 

249.5 

253.9 

267.5 

3,207.0 

1974 

Mil. 

277.3 

254.0 

296.3 

Egg-type 

1972   

Mil. 

39.1 

41.6 

48.0 

53.0 

52.0 

42.9 

38.6 

37.5 

36.0 

37.9 

32.4 

32.4 

491  4 

1973   

Mil. 

38.6 

41.5 

52.0 

54.0 

55.4 

44.7 

41.2 

42.5 

42.9 

46.0 

40.3 

35.3 

534.3 

1974   

Mil. 

35.5 

38.0 

45.7 

Pullet  chicks  placed  domestically  for 

broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks 

Total 

1972   

Thou. 

2,540 

2,228 

2,676 

3,308 

2,786 

2.694 

2.753 

2,530 

2,498 

2.475 

2,371 

2,249 

31.108 

1973   

Thou. 

2,390 

2,170 

3,056 

3,048 

2,958 

2.527 

2,495 

2.588 

2,653 

2.921 

2.306 

2.383 

31,495 

1974   

Thou. 

2,372 

2.354 

2,835 

Cumulation  relevant  to 

breeder  flock14 

1972   

Thou. 

24,000 

23,546 

23,519 

23,328 

23,272 

22.812 

22,446 

21.790 

20,987 

20.822 

21.201 

21.428 

1973   

Thou. 

21,579 

21,779 

21.515 

21,473 

21,720 

21.415 

20.356 

19.960 

19.436 

19.739 

20,257 

20,717 

1974   

Thou. 

20,769 

20.893 

21,232 

21,495 

22,246 

21.496 

20,831 

20.245 

20.072 

20.412 

1975   

Thou. 

For  laying  flock  replacements1  5 

1972   

Thou. 

22,095 

23,051 

26,666 

29.809 

28,781 

24,138 

22.037 

21.276 

20.490 

21,420 

18,584 

18,438 

276.785 

1973   

Thou. 

21,690 

22,938 

29.056 

30.029 

30.639 

24,891 

23.075 

23,826 

24.082 

25,908 

22,474 

20.015 

298.623 

1974   

Thou. 

20,146 

21,363 

25.691 

'See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 
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Table  12.-  Selected  poultry  and  egg  stattstics'-Continued 


Item 

Data  in- 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Annual 

Table  63-Poults  hatched  by  breeds 


Poults  hatched 
Light  breeds 

1972   

1973   

1974   

Total  heavy  breeds 

1972   

1973   

1974   

All  breeds 

1972   

1973   

1974   

All  frozen  eggs 

1972   

1973   

1974   

Shell  eggs 

1972   

1973   

1974   

Shell  equivalent  of  all  eggs 

1972   

1973   

1974   


983  984  1.168 
1.436  1,137  1.501 
1.322      1.210  1.557 


1,266 
1.276 


1.350 
1.130 


1.398 
1.536 


1.668 
1.683 


7.404  12.509  18.472  20.330  20.524  17.667  11.078 

8.278  12,020  16,737  19.357  20,585  17.947  12,170 

9.545  12.727  17.933 

8.387  13.493  19.640  21.596  21.874  19.065  12.746 

9.714  13,157  18.238  20.633  21,715  19.483  13.853 

10.867  13.937  19.490 


1.596 
1.465 


4.999 
5.809 


6.595 
7.274 


1.168 
1.180 


2.192 
2.865 


3.360 
4.045 


1.227 
1.218 


2.305 
2,725 


3,532 
3,943 


1,644 
1.551 


2.968 
3J395 


4.612 
5,446 


1.615  16.067 
1.566  16.679 


5.064  125.512 
6.518  128.906 


6.679  141.579 
8.084  145,585 


Table  66. -Cold  storage  holdings  of  shell  and  frozen  eggs,  first  of  month 


Mil  lb 
Mil.  lb. 
Mil.  lb. 

1 ,000  cs. 
1.000  cs. 
1.000  cs. 

1 ,000  cs. 
1 .000  cs. 
1 .000  cs. 


73.8 
68.1 
43.2 


71.6 
57.2 
38.2 


71  1 
53.4 
358 


71.1 
48.9 
40.0 


74.6 
45.9 


80.4 
44.7 


85.4 
45  9 


88  1 
48  7 


88.4 

50.0 


83.9 
51.8 


80.4 
54.3 


76.2 
48.9 


60 

39 

49 

85 

101 

191 

229 

234 

200 

247 

173 

85 

41 

117 

87 

97 

37 

1 1 

72 

51 

65 

90 

72 

67 

34 

23 

42 

63 

1.929  1,851  1.850  1.885  1.990  2.227  2.391  2.466  2.439  2.372  2.210  2.013 
1.766  1.566  1,439  1,335  1.198  1.174  1.233  1.283  1.330  1,401  1,448  1.306 
1.128         989         949  1.075 


Tables  68-69. -Cold  storage  holdings  of  poultry,  first  of  the  month 


Turkey 

1972   

1973   

1974   

Poultry  excluding  turkeys  and  ducks 

1972   

1973   

1974   

Broilers,  fryers  and  roasters 

1972   

1973   

1974   


Mil. 

lb. 

223.1 

208  0 

178.5 

144.5 

Mil 

lb. 

208.1 

188.4 

152.6 

115.4 

Mil. 

lb. 

279.9 

268.0 

243.1 

225.2 

Mil 

lb. 

148.4 

140  6 

132.5 

116.1 

Mil 

lb. 

1110 

104.5 

98.5 

87.6 

Mil 

lb. 

146.8 

153.4 

146.7 

154.8 

Mil 

lb. 

39.8 

37.6 

32.3 

30.3 

Mil. 

lb. 

29  1 

27.9 

23.3 

21.2 

Mil. 

lb. 

33.4 

36.3 

36.7 

38.6 

121.3 
89.7 


113.3 
87.1 


29.2 
.'1  <) 


111.1 

87.9 


101.3 
84.0 


26.9 
21  0 


143.4 
137.6 


100.7 
88.1 


24.2 
20.0 


213  2 
199  5 


100  9 

89.7 


23.4 
19.2 


314  0 

262.0 


101.5 
91.2 


22.8 
22.6 


408.5 
354.3 


105.7 
106.0 


23.9 
27.6 


472.9 
458.0 


109.9 
120.0 


27.3 
32.8 


297.3 
326.2 


109.9 
137  3 


27.5 
298 


Tables  70  71.— Exports  of  fresh  or  frozen  poultry 


Broilers 

1972   

Thou.  lb. 

8.614. 

7.334 

7.573 

6.337 

7,81  1 

9.104 

7.815 

8,832 

8,131 

7.124 

6.469 

8,976 

94,118 

1973   

Thou.  lb. 

7.365 

8.526 

6.958 

6.028 

7.335 

7.205 

7.186 

6.595 

6,695 

9.515 

9.755 

10.635 

93.796 

1974   

Thou.  lb. 

11.159 

9.672 

Turkeys 

1972   

Thou.  lb. 

1.675 

2.258 

1.587 

1.597 

1.105 

1.650 

2,911 

3,930 

3.168 

5,354 

6.317 

4,837 

36.390 

1973   

Thou.  lb. 

2.927 

3.180 

4.496 

1.712 

1.613 

3.245 

4,175 

5.392 

5.016 

5.236 

6.678 

5,980 

49.651 

1974   

Thou.  lb. 

4.386 

3.477 

Tables  72-75.— USDA  contracts  to  purchase  dried  whole  egg  solids,  young  chickens,  and  turkeys 


Egg  products  (shell  equivalent) 

1972   

1973   

1974   

Young  chickens,  ready-to-cook  wt 

1972   

1973   

1974   

Canned  boned  chicken 

1972   

1973   

Canned  boney  turkey 

1972   

1973   

1974   

Turkey,  ready-to-cook  wt. 

1972   

1973   

1974   


1.000  cs. 
1 .000  cs. 
1.000  cs. 

Mil.  lb. 
Mil.  lb. 
Mil  lb. 

Doz.  cans 
Doz.  cans 

Doz.  cans 
Doz.  cans 
Doz.  cans 

Mil.  lb. 
Mil.  lb 
Mil.  lb 


4.5 
14  0 
9.1 

387.6 
261.8 


104  7 

95.2 


5.5 
8.7 


374.0 
200  6 


595.1 
47.6 


-KM  I 

268.6 


215 
61 


374.0 
129  2 


357.0 
428.4 


23.8 
214  2 


397.8 
34.0 


88.4 
37.4 


108.8 
139.4 


14.8 
2.4 


11.7 
6.6 


40.8 

187.0 


190.4 
119.0 


14.0 
10.1 


16.5 
11.4 


125.8 
91.8 


153.0 
142.8 


11.6 
11.3 


13.7 
10.4 


180.2 
285.6 


129  2 
10.2 


8.5 
5.3 


13.5 
4  7 


630 
547 


70.3 
61.5 


241.4  3.192.6 
153.0  2.305.2 


74.8  1.054.0 
153.0  871.4 


51.6 
35.6 


'Chicken  and  turkey  meat,  excludes  slaughter  on 
farms.  ^Excludes  farm  slaughter,  lard  and  rendered 
pork  fat.  3Price  reported  as  a  price  at  mid-month. 
4Reported  by  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.  Prices 
collected  during  a  three-day  period  in  month.  s  Fifty 
urban  areas  in  sample.  6Weighted  average  price  to 
volume  buyers  for  Consumer  Grade  A  white  eggs  in 
cartons,  delivered  to  store  door.  7Beginning  January 


1974.  reported  price  changed  to  prices  paid  by  first 
receivers  for  cartoned  Grade  A  large  eggs  delivered 
FOB  Midwestern  cities.  ^Delivered  price  for  trucklot 
sales  of  ice-packed  U.S.  Grade  A  and  plant  grade.  The 
9  cities  are  Chicago,  Cleveland.  Detroit,  Los  Angeles, 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh.  St.  Louis,  and  San 
Francisco.  9Thirty-five  urban  areas.  1  "Pounds  of 
broiler    grower    equal    in    value    to    1    lb.  broiler 


liveweight.  Pounds  of  turkey  grower  equal  in  value 
to  1  lb.  turkey  liveweight.  12Pounds  of  laying  feed 
equal  in  value  to  1  dozen  eggs.  ' 3 Placements  reported 
by  leading  breeders.  ,4Sum  of  domestic  placements 
7-14  months  previous.  I50ne-half  egg-type  chick 
hatch  plus  pullet  chicks  placed  for  hatchery  supply 
flocks. 
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